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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In-country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs and land-based guarding and asset protection provision.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 362 of the bimonthly series reviews, analyses and threat assesses security issues facing the UK, London 
and the global security and risk picture.
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UK Security News

A rise in teenagers involved with neo-Nazi groups and far-right extremism is “incredibly alarming”, a counter-
terrorism detective has said. Det Supt Gareth Rees said police could not “arrest our way out of” the issue, BBC 
News said on January 26th.

Serving member of the British Army 
charged with terrorism offences
LBC said on January 27th that Daniel Abed Khalif, 
from Stafford, had been charged by the Met Police 
with a terrorism offence and an explosives-related 
charge after an investigation. Khalif was a serving 
member of the British Army, they reported. Reuters 
added that he had been charged with eliciting or 
attempting to elicit in August 2021 information that 
could used by a person committing or preparing an 
act of terrorism.

Man sentenced for being a member of a 
proscribed organisation
Luca Benincasa, 20, from Cardiff, was sent to 
prison for nine years and three months after being 
found guilty of four offences under Section 58 
of TACT, namely possession of documents likely 
to be useful to a terrorist and one offence under 
Section 11 of the same Act – membership of a 
proscribed organisation. The report, from Counter 
Terrorism Policing Wales on January 25th, quoted 
Detective Superintendent Mark Pope, who said: 
“The dangerous nature of the material in Benincasa’s 
possession cannot be underestimated.”

Teen, 19, admits plotting Islamist terror 
attack targeting British police and 
military
Matthew King, 19, from Essex, was found guilty 
at the Old Bailey of preparing terrorist acts at the 
Old Bailey on January 20th, The Mirror reported. 
King was alleged to have conducted surveillance of 
police stations, railway stations, a magistrate’s court 
and army barracks. He was thought to have been 
targeting police officers or military personnel. The 
Mirror said that he had pleaded guilty to plotting 
an Islamist terror attack. After being cautioned by 
police, he said: “I don’t believe in the UK law, the 
only law I believe in is the law of Allah,” The Mirror 
reported.

UK counter-terrorism police: man 

arrested with suspicious device at 
hospital
Reuters reported on January 20th that police had 
arrested a 27-year-old man who had been found with 
a suspected firearm and suspicious device within 
the grounds of St James’s Hospital in Leeds. The 
police said that they were treating the incident as an 
isolated one and did not believe that there was any 
ongoing risk to public safety. 

Man accused of keeping 3D-printed gun 
instructions
Abdiwahid Abdulkadir Mohamed, 31, from north 
London, is facing terrorism charges for allegedly 
keeping instructions on how to make a 3D-printed 
gun, BBC News said on January 20th. He is 
accused of six counts of possessing documents 
likely to be useful for committing or preparing 
an act of terrorism. Prosecutor Mark Luckett said 
the defendant used electronic devices to store a 
library of records containing information on how to 
manufacture 3D weapons. One document was called 
“the expedient homemade firearms manual” but 
was disguised under the file name “KFC secret spice 
blend”, Mr Luckett told the court.

Man convicted of two terrorism charges
Elliot Brown, 25, appeared at Bristol Crown Court 
on January 16th and was found guilty of two terror-
related offences, Avon and Somerset police said. 
Brown was arrested following an investigation by 
Counter Terrorism Policing South West (CTPSW) in 
February 2021. Brown had made a video in which 
he described how to make a specific explosive 
substance and, in March 2020, he shared his 
recording in a chat room where members expressed 
extreme right-wing views and ideology, the police 
said. On January 17th, Brown was sentenced to 
three years and three months in prison. 

For further information, please click here.
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UK Security News

The Metropolitan Police received nearly 15,000 complaints about its officers in 2022, the BBC said on January 
31st. They include allegations of racism, harassment, sexism and homophobia as well as sexual assault and 
excessive use of force. Six in 10 referred to the Met’s “delivery of duties and service”.

Mark Cavendish robbery: Man guilty of 
armed raid at cyclist’s home
One man has been found guilty of a knifepoint 
robbery at the family home of elite cyclist Mark 
Cavendish. Romario Henry, 31, of Bell Green in 
Lewisham, south-east London, broke into Mr 
Cavendish’s home in Ongar, Essex, on 27 November 
2021. Henry was found guilty of two counts of 
robbery and will be sentenced on 7 February 
Oludewa Okorosobo, 28, of Flaxman Road, 
Camberwell, south London, was found not guilty 
by the same jury. Henry was convicted by a majority 
verdict of 10 jurors to two, following 14 hours and 35 
minutes of deliberation at Chelmsford Crown Court, 
BBC News reported on January 23rd.

Three arrested after ‘violent’ armed 
robbery involving cricket bat and bladed 
article
Manchester Evening News said on January 22nd 
that three men had been arrested after a group of 
men were attacked by a gang using a cricket bat and 
bladed weapon in the early hours of January 21st. 
The men had been inside a parked vehicle when they 
were approached by another group who assaulted 
and robbed them, a spokesperson for Greater 
Manchester Police said. 

Two brothers jailed for armed robbery
West Mercia Police said on January 20th that two 
brothers had been jailed for an armed robbery at 
a Telford convenience store during the course of 
which a firearm was reportedly discharged. On 
October 12th, 2021,  Matthew Reece and his brother 
Christopher went into the Spar in Leegomery 
armed with shotguns. The men made threats to kill 
and a shotgun was fired, police said. They escaped 
the store with cash and cigarettes. Both men 
were sentenced to 12 years in prison during their 
appearance at Shrewsbury Crown Court. 

Two men arrested for armed robbery
Forecourt trader said on January 16th that two men 
had been arrested after an armed robbery at a petrol 
station in Alton, according to a report by Hampshire 
Police. “Eshift were called to an armed robbery at a 
petrol station in Alton. Within 30 mins of call, 2 males 
stopped in a van, weapons located. Both arrested & 
driver of the vehicle failed a roadside drug test now 
in custody with help from dog unit & roads policing,” 
the police said on social media.

London News

Man stabbed at Harrods amid reports of 
fight
BBC News said on January 29th that a man had 
reportedly been stabbed during an altercation at 
the famous Harrods store in London on Saturday. 
Officers were called at 19:33 GMT on Saturday to the 
department store in Brompton Road, Knightsbridge, 
and found a 29-year-old man with stab or slash 
wounds. He was taken to hospital and his condition 
was described as “non-life threatening and non-life 
changing”, they reported.

‘Cowardly’ robber used pistol to launch 
terrifying raids on south London 
businesses
The Evening Standard reported on January 31st 
that an armed robber who committed a string of 
robberies in London in 2021 had been jailed for 
10 years. Dorian Rankin initially stole a necklace 
worth £10,000 from a pawnbrokers in Walworth 
in November 2021, before threatening staff at a 
Betfred shop in Peckham and a branch of Lloyds 
bank in Sydenham.  
In January 2022, he continued his spree with an 
armed robbery at another betting shop and bank. 

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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Global Security News

As well as fighting the Russian invasion, Ukraine has also engaged in another war, this time against corruption, 
the BBC reported on January 27th. As of that date, some 11 officials had either been sacked or had resigned 
from their positions, as President Zelensky moves to tackle corruption in office. 

UK vows to deport foreign criminals 
under ‘modern slavery’ overhaul
The UK government has introduced new measures 
to speed up the deportation of foreign criminals and 
some who claim protection under UK law as alleged 
victims of modern slavery, France 24 reported on 
January 30th. The government used the example of 
one man who appealed against a decision made by 
the UK Home Office to expel him from the country, 
only to then go on and commit a further serious 
crime. “It is totally unfair that genuine victims of 
modern slavery may be left waiting longer to receive 
the protections they need due to the flagrant abuse 
of the system,” Home Secretary Suella Braverman 
said in a statement.

Fugitive Gillespie brothers may have 
been killed in Brazil
Detectives have confirmed for the first time that two 
of Scotland’s most wanted men may have been killed 
while on the run in Brazil, BBC News said on January 
29th. Speculation about the fate of James and Barry 
Gillespie, who previously featured in Crimestoppers 
appeals, was first reported last year. The Gillespies, 
originally from Rutherglen, South Lanarkshire, are 
long-time targets of the force’s Operation Escalade. 
Since 2014 it has seen 42 people convicted for 
organised crime offences which include involvement 
in drugs, firearms offences and money laundering.

Trial of local Hells Angels biker gang 
kicks off in Spain
Reuters reported on January 23rd that the trial of 
40 alleged members of a criminal gang linked the 
Hells Angels motorcycle club had opened in Spain’s 
High Court. The case comes a decade after police in 
Mallorca clamped down on the group’s activities on 
the island. Defendants face charges including money 
laundering, drug trafficking, unlawful possession 
of firearms and extortion, the report said. German 
national, Frank Hanebuth, who allegedly led the 
crime ring could face a prison sentence of up to 13 
years and a €4.2 million fine if found guilty.

Germany arrests second man for 
allegedly passing intelligence to Russia
A German man has been arrested on suspicion 
of treason for his alleged involvement in passing 
intelligence to Russia, the BBC said on January 
27th. Named only as Arthur E, he was arrested on 
Sunday at Munich airport with FBI assistance. Arthur 
E is believed to be linked to another German,  a 
foreign intelligence service (BND) employee who 
was arrested in December 2022 for allegedly spying 
for Russia. German prosecutors stated that Arthur E 
doesn’t work for the intelligence services. However, 
they claim that he passed on information from his 
acquaintance - the detained BND officer known as 
Carsten L because of privacy rules - to the Kremlin, 
which makes him an alleged accomplice to treason 
under German law.

Industry and SIA News
SIA and ASIS Present Security LeadHER
Be part of this one-of-a-kind event designed to 
elevate women in the security industry. 

Join us in Nashville June 12th-13th for the first-ever 
Security LeadHER, a day-and-half event presented 
by ASIS International and the Security Industry 
Association and dedicated to the advancement of 
women in the global security industry.

Born of a need to effect change and create a more 
enriching and inclusive security community, Security 
LeadHER will connect you with impactful keynotes, 
lively networking, small group breakouts and many 
opportunities to help you develop your security 
leadership skills and grow your tribe. Simply put, this 
is the event for Security LeadHERs – present and 
future! For more details, please click here.

For further information, please click here.

https://securityleadher.org/
https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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