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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In-country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs and land-based guarding and asset protection provision.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 361 of the bimonthly series reviews, analyses and threat assesses security issues facing the UK, London 
and the global security and risk picture.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.co.uk?subject=


4

UK Security News

The UK government plans to expand police powers to give forces even more power to prevent ‘disruptive’ 
public protests, Euronews said on January 16th. “We cannot have protests conducted by a small minority 
disrupting the lives of the ordinary public,” Prime Minister Rishi Sunak said. “It’s not acceptable and we’re going 
to bring it to an end.”

Uranium: Man arrested over find at 
Heathrow airport
BBC News said on January 16th that a man in his 60s 
has been arrested on suspicion of a terror offence 
after traces of uranium were found at Heathrow 
Airport on December 29th. He was arrested under 
Section 9 of the Terrorism Act 2006, which covers 
the making and possession of radioactive devices 
and materials. The material was discovered by UK 
Border Force personnel during a routing screening 
of a shipment of scrap metal, after it arrived on 
a flight from Oman. Commander Richard Smith, 
who leads the Met’s Counter Terrorism Command, 
said in a report in The Guardian: “The discovery of 
what was a very small amount of uranium within a 
package at Heathrow airport is clearly of concern, 
but it shows the effectiveness of the procedures 
and checks in place with our partners to detect this 
type of material. Our priority since launching our 
investigation has been to ensure that there is no 
linked direct threat to the public. To this end, we are 
following every possible line of inquiry available to 
us, which has led us to making this arrest over the 
weekend.”

Terror suspect who allegedly praised Guy 
Fawkes found dead in custody
A terror suspect who allegedly “praised Guy Fawkes” 
for his attempt to blow up Parliament was found 
dead in custody, it has emerged. Benjamin Hyland, 
from Yeadon, in Leeds, had been charged with a 
string of terror offences, including trying to make 
a 3D-printed gun. He was remanded in custody 
after appearing at Westminster Magistrates’ Court 
on 9 December. However, he was found dead two 
days later, the Old Bailey heard, BBC News said on 
January 14th.

Bulgarian Police Detained a British Man 
Wanted for Terrorism by Interpol
Novinite reported on January 11th that a British 
man wanted in connection with suspected terror 
offences had been arrested in Bulgaria. David Bodill 

was detained near Pleven, Bulgaria and had been 
subject to an Interpol red notice. Manchester police 
had reportedly searched his home and resources and 
raw material for manufacturing home-made bombs 
as well as illegally owned weapons were found, the 
media outlet stated. 

Counter terror police take over 
investigation after suspicious items 
seized
Following a callout to a property in Widness 
on December 30th, police have handed over 
investigations to counter terror officers after 
a number of suspicious items were found, 
the Liverpool Echo reported on January 12th. 
Paramedics had initially responded to the address 
to a call for help when they noticed the items and 
police were informed. Armed officers arrived at the 
property as part of the investigation, the paper said. 
Three men were arrested and Greater Manchester 
Police’s Counter Terrorism Policing North West unit 
has taken the investigation over. 

‘Substantial’ terror threat to London 
now from more diverse sources, says Met 
chief
Richard Smith, head of Counter-Terrorism with 
the Met Police, told the London Assembly’s Police 
and Crime Committee that while London remains 
one of the safest cities in the world, the constantly 
evolving terror threat means there is no room for 
complacency, OnLondon said on January 11th. “Last 
year nobody died as a result of a terrorist act – the 
result of a huge effort that is largely unseen to 
ensure that nothing happens,” Smith told Assembly 
members. “The risk is that the more successful we 
are, people start to become complacent. London’s 
history shows the problem has never gone away.”

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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UK Security News

The Watford Observer said on January 11th that a local man was among seven people on trial after a cash-in 
transit driver allegedly took part in a faked armed robbery and handcuffed himself to his van’s steering wheel. 
The incident took place in 2021, in a plot to steal £920,000 in banknotes from Loomis.

Two men arrested with weapons found 
in van following armed robbery at petrol 
station
Portsmouth’s The News website said on January 
16th that two men had been arrested with weapons 
found in their van after an armed robbery at a petrol 
station in Alton. Police said on social media: ‘Were 
called to an armed robbery at a petrol station in 
Alton. Within 30 mins of call, two males stopped in 
a van, weapons located. Both arrested and driver of 
the vehicle failed a roadside drug test now in custody 
with help from dog unit and roads policing.’

Three men guilty of armed robbery of 
Premier League footballers’ brothers
Three men have been convicted of carrying out 
an armed robbery of the brothers of two Premier 
League footballers, the Crown Prosecution Service 
said on January 11th. Talleko Lemonious, 28, from 
Wythenshawe, Tariq Dervan, 22, from Staffordshire, 
and Romario Harmer, 21, from Old Trafford, were 
found guilty of carrying out the armed robbery at 
a café in Manchester four years ago. At 10am on 
Saturday 12 January 2019 they burst into Little Rock 
Cafe in Princess Street, Moss Side, wearing dark 
clothing and face coverings and carried out an armed 
robbery. They hit customers with a baseball bat so 
hard the handle broke off, and threatened them with 
a machete and a sawn off shotgun whilst demanding 
their watches. Five customers, including the brothers 
of Marcus Rashford and Trent Alexander-Arnold, 
were forced to hand over their watches, and one of 
them, who was not wearing a watch, was forced to 
hand over his wallet and the keys for his Range Rover 
worth £70,000.

Armed police at NatWest in Cosham after 
reports of robbery
The Southern Daily Echo reported on January 6th 
that two women and a man had been arrested 
after armed police were called to the NatWest bank 
in Cosham in response to reports of a ‘suspicious 
incident’. A police spokesperson said: “It was 

reported that a man had been threatened and asked 
to withdraw money from his bank account. No-one 
has been injured. Specialist officers attended the 
scene and have arrested a man and two women in 
connection with this incident.”

London News

Euston shooting: Attempted murder 
arrest
A man has been arrested on suspicion of attempted 
murder after a drive-by shooting outside a London 
church left a girl, seven, seriously injured. A 12-year-
old girl and four women were also injured at St 
Aloysius Church in Euston when shots were fired 
from a moving vehicle on Saturday afternoon. The 
Metropolitan Police said a 22-year-old man was 
arrested after a car was stopped in Barnet, London, 
shortly before 16:00 GMT on Sunday 15th January. 
He has been taken into custody. The force said 
the seven-year-old remains in a stable but life-
threatening condition. Police on Sunday said they 
were seeking information on a black Toyota, BBC 
News reported on January 16th.

Teenager jailed for armed robbery of 
man he met on dating app
The Independent reported on January 12th that 
a 19-year-old man had been arrested after he met 
a man on a dating app and then robbed him when 
the pair met in person in Hackney. Ashley Jackson 
admitted threatening the man in his 40s with a knife 
and stealing £180 in cash from him. He was arrested 
four days after the incident in November 2022 and 
pleaded guilty at Snaresbrook Crown Court, the 
paper said. 

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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Global Security News

A former Afghanistan female lawmaker has been killed in Kabul by unknown persons, ITV News said on January 
16th. Mursal Nabizada and her bodyguard were both killed in the attack. She had been one of the few female 
lawmakers in the country when the Taliban took power in 2021.

Russia and Belarus start joint drills, 
sparking fears of a new Ukraine 
offensive
Joint military exercises between Belarus and Russia 
have prompted concerns in Ukraine of a fresh 
ground offensive, Euronews said on January 16th. 
The news outlet said that Russia had used Belarus 
as a ‘springboard’ for its initial invasion in February 
2022. Belarus and Russia will conduct ground and air 
drills over the coming days, with the air component 
lasting until February 1st. 

Italy’s most-wanted mafia boss Matteo 
Messina Denaro arrested in Sicily
Italy’s most-wanted mafia boss Matteo Messina 
Denaro has been arrested in Sicily after 30 years on 
the run, BBC News said on January 16th. Messina 
Denaro was reportedly detained in a private clinic 
in Sicily’s capital Palermo. He is alleged to be a boss 
of the notorious Cosa Nostra mafia. Italian media 
reported that he had been receiving treatment 
when he was captured just before 10:00 (09:00 GMT) 
on the 16th and taken to a secret location by the 
Carabinieri. 

Romanian authorities seize $4 million of 
assets in Andrew Tate case
Reuters reported on January 15th that the 
authorities in Romania had seized goods and 
money worth $3.95 million as part of their ongoing 
criminal investigation into allegations of human 
trafficking that led to the arrest of former Big 
Brother contestant, Andrew Tate. Reuters said 
that in the past week, Romania’s National Agency 
for the Management of Seized Assets had taken 
29 moveable assets including luxury vehicles 
and watches as well as sums of money in various 
currencies. 

UK to send Challenger 2 tanks to 
Ukraine, Rishi Sunak confirms
The UK is to send Challenger 2 tanks to Ukraine to 
bolster the country’s war effort, Prime Minister 

Rishi Sunak has said. He spoke to Ukraine’s President 
Volodymyr Zelensky in a call on Saturday, during 
which he confirmed he would send the equipment 
and additional artillery systems, No 10 said. Downing 
Street said the move shows “the UK’s ambition 
to intensify support.” The government is to issue 
14 tanks to Ukraine. Around 30 AS90s, which are 
large, self-propelled guns, are also expected to 
be delivered. President Zelensky has thanked the 
UK, saying that the decision to send the tanks “will 
not only strengthen us on the battlefield, but also 
send the right signal to other partners,”BBC News 
reported on January 15th.

Paris Gare du Nord knifeman shot by 
armed police after ‘wounding several 
victims’
Police in Paris shot a knife-wielding attacker several 
times at the Gare du Nord station after he attacked 
and injured several people, The Mirror said on 
January 11th. The incident took place during the 
morning rush hour, with some news reports saying 
that two off duty police officers opened fire on the 
attacker after he lunged at passersby. 

Industry and SIA News
Basics of Security Project Management 
(SPM)
Monday, Feb. 6th–Thursday, Feb. 9th 4:00 p.m.– 6:30 
p.m. EST - Virtual
Ready to take your projects and career to the next 
level? More than just knowing the technology, 
successful project management involves budgeting, 
client management, timeline execution and more. 
When you’re ready to excel, SIA’s Security Project 
Management training course can help you. Click here 
for more details. 

For further information, please click here.

https://www.securityindustry.org/professional-development/security-project-manager-training/
https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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