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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In-country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs and land-based guarding and asset protection provision.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 360 of the bimonthly series reviews, analyses and threat assesses security issues facing the UK, London 
and the global security and risk picture.
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UK Security News

The Express said on December 29th that a report by the Institute of Economic and Peace (IEP) has found that 
while global attacks and deaths from terrorism have declined, the motives behind the attacks have shifted from 
religious ones to political. 

Ministers studying plans for UK child-
specific terrorism orders
New terror legislation aimed at children is being 
suggested in order to combat the growing numbers 
being arrested, The Guardian said on January 2nd. 
Government ministers are reportedly looking at 
plans devised by the UK independent reviewer 
of terrorism legislation, Jonathan Hall KC, which 
would see children either accepting help or facing 
jail sentences. The number of children arrested 
for lower level terror offences, such as sharing 
propaganda, has risen significantly in recent years. 

ISIS sympathiser jailed for seven years 
after sharing terror videos to be freed
The Daily Mail said on December 30th that a man 
sent to prison for seven years for sharing ISIS videos 
on Facebook is to be released. Despite efforts by the 
government to keep him in prison, the parole board 
and the courts ruled that Abdulrahman Alcharbati, 
jailed in 2018 for six offences of spreading terror-
related publications, was eligible for parole.

Pair convicted of terror offences handed 
community orders after ‘powerful 
mitigation’
Two men who were arrested in 2018 as teenagers 
and who were accused of ‘encouraging terrorism’ 
by posting on social media as teenagers have been 
freed by a court after what was described by a judge 
as a ‘powerful mitigation’, the Manchester Evening 
News said on December 27th. Luqmaan Ahmed 
and Kashif Riaz were both 16 at the time of their 
arrests and had become interested in the war in 
Syria following the Manchester Arena terror attack 
in 2017. The judge said that he had seen both men 
‘grow up’, the paper reported.

Terror investigations at record high as 
threat of extreme right wing ‘lone actors’ 
rises
iNews said on December 28th that UK security 
services are investigating a record number of terror 

threats to the UK after a rise in right wing extremism. 
The paper reports that MI5 and counter terror police 
are investigating more than 800 potential threats, 
the highest number since records began being kept 
following the 9/11 attacks in America. 

New IRA investigation: Man fails in bid to 
be released from custody
A man accused of directing New IRA activities has 
failed in a fresh High Court bid to be released from 
custody. Gary Hayden, 50, of Tyrconnell Street in 
Londonderry, was refused bail on charges linked to 
a major police and MI5 surveillance operation. Mr 
Hayden is charged with directing activities of the 
New IRA, belonging to a proscribed grouping and 
preparing acts of terrorism. He is among 10 people 
charged in connection to Operation Arbacia, BBC 
News reported on December 22nd.

Man jailed after investigation by counter 
terrorism police
A 45-year-old Wigan man has been sentenced to a 
prison term following an investigation by counter 
terror police into anti-Semitic posts made online. 
Stuart Sutton was convicted of five counts of 
publishing or distributing written material likely to 
stir up racial hatred, contrary to Section 19 of the 
Public Order Act 1986, Manchester Evening News 
reported on December 22nd. The posts were made 
in 2021, the paper said. Sutton was jailed for 16 
months after pleading guilty to the charges. 

For further information, please click here.
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UK Security News

The London Mayor says City Hall is urgently reviewing reports of crowds pushing past barriers during London’s 
official New Year’s Eve fireworks event. It comes after the Met said there were several incidents where people 
“forced their way past hoardings and fencing”, BBC News said on January 2nd.

Gareth Bale left in shock as ‘four armed 
men with shotguns’ raid family member’s 
home
The Star newspaper said on January 1st that the 
family of Welsh footballer, Gareth Bale, was shocked 
by an armed robbery which saw his wife’s aunt’s 
home invaded by four men. The masked men, 
armed with shotguns, broke in to her home in North 
Wales and demanded to know where ‘the gold’ was, 
the paper said. Police placed a cordon around the 
family’s home and, although the group escaped, one 
man from the Barnsley area was arrested. 

Aldi puts security tags on 85p sweets
The Daily Mail reported on December 22nd that the 
rise in shoplifting due to the cost of living crisis has 
seen one Aldi branch in London place security tags 
on items priced as low as 85 pence. Data from the 
Office of National Statistics up to the end of June 
2022 shows that shoplifting had increased by 18 per 
cent. The move by Aldi mirrors steps taken by other 
supermarket chains, who have placed security tags 
on items such as butter and cheese in recent months. 
Aldi told the paper that the move was not a national 
policy but a response by a single store to a local 
problem. 

South Mimms service station staff 
involved in ‘frightening ordeal’ as man 
attempts ‘armed robbery’
Herts Live said on December 22nd that an attempted 
armed robbery at a service station in South Mimms 
had left staff shaken. The incident on December 20th 
saw a man enter the Gamezone area and demand 
that staff hand over money from gaming machines. 
He was carrying a shopping bag which appeared 
to have a firearm inside, the paper said. Although 
he left empty-handed, Herts police are appealing 
for witnesses and described the incident as a 
‘frightening ordeal’ for staff.

Two men charged following robbery
Greater Manchester Police said on December 

24th that they had arrested and charged two men 
following an armed robbery at a Post Office in 
Stockport on December 17th. Rakib Shah and Aksar 
Shah, both from Manchester, have been charged 
with robbery and possession of an imitation firearm. 
Three other males have been arrested in connection 
with the offence and bailed, the police said. 

London News

Trial to begin of two men accused of 
robbing cyclist Mark Cavendish and his 
wife
The Evening Standard said on January 3rd that two 
men will stand trial accused of robbing Olympic 
cyclist Mark Cavendish and his wife, Petra, at their 
home in Ongar, Essex. The incident took place in 
November 2022 in the early hours, with the couple’s 
children witnessing the robbery attempt. Although 
there were no serious injuries to the family, Essex 
Police said that the family were extremely distressed 
and feared for their lives. Romario Henry, 31, and 
28-year-old Oludewa Okorosobo will appear at 
Chelmsford Crown Court, the Standard said. Two 
valuable watches and a Louis Vuitton suitcase were 
stolen during the robbery.

Police appeal after two men shot in 
Camberwell on New Year’s Eve
Police are appealing for information after two men 
were shot in south London on New Year’s Eve. The 
Met said it was contacted by hospital staff after the 
men, aged 24 and 28, came in with injuries. Both men 
remain in hospital in a serious but stable condition, 
BBC News said on January 2nd.

For further information, please click here.
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Global Security News

Following China’s move away from Zero-Covid policies and the surge in cases in the country, the UK, France 
and Spain have announced that they introduce tougher health checks on passengers arriving there from China, 
Euronews reported on December 31st.

Andrew Tate detained in Romania over 
rape and human trafficking case
Controversial online influencer Andrew Tate has 
been detained in Romania as part of a human 
trafficking and rape investigation, BBC News said on 
December 30th. Tate - who was detained alongside 
his brother Tristan - had his house raided in the 
capital, Bucharest. A police spokesperson confirmed 
the arrests to the BBC. Speaking to the BBC, a 
spokesperson for the Directorate for Investigating 
Organised Crime and Terrorism (DIICOT) said 
prosecutors had applied to hold the influencer at 
a “detention centre” for an additional 30 days. A 
judge will rule on the application on Friday, the 
spokesperson added. The brothers have been under 
investigation since April alongside two Romanian 
nationals. Authorities suspect the pair, along with 
two Romanian men, of running “an organised crime 
group”.

UK government to designate Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guard a terror group
The National reported on January 3rd that the 
UK government is believed to be planning to 
officially declare Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps a terrorist group. The Telegraph 
expects an announcement within weeks, with the 
National saying that both UK Security Minister, Tom 
Tugendhat and Home Secretary, Suella Braverman, 
supporting the move. Both Canada and the USA have 
already made the move.

Killarney: Four men injured at Irish hotel 
housing asylum seekers
Four men have been injured in an incident at a hotel 
used to house asylum seekers in County Kerry in the 
Republic of Ireland. Gardaí (Irish police) said they 
were called to a “public order incident involving a 
group of males” in Killarney on Sunday evening. The 
four men were taken to hospital for treatment but 
their injuries are not believed to be life-threatening. 
Two men in their 30s have been arrested, BBC News 
said on January 2nd. Irish broadcaster RTÉ reported 

that a number of people may have been stabbed, 
however gardaí have not said how the injuries were 
sustained.

Extinction Rebellion to stop disruptive 
UK protests
The UK wing of Extinction Rebellion announced 
that it will be taking a break from acts of public 
disruption, Euronews reported on January 1st. The 
group has closed roads and bridges in London with 
its protests, but announced that after four years of 
direct action, very little had changed. In a statement 
titled, ‘We Quit’, the group said that: “What’s needed 
now most is to disrupt the abuse of power and 
imbalance, to bring about a transition to a fair society 
that works together to end the fossil fuel era. Our 
politicians, addicted to greed and bloated on profits, 
won’t do it without pressure.”

Industry and SIA News
First-Ever National Security Technician 
Day: January 23rd, 2023
The SIA announced in its most recent email news that 
the Foundation for Advancing Security Talent (FAST) 
has officially registered National Security Technician 
Day as an annual commemorative day on Jan. 23 to 
honour security technicians across the country. On 
National Security Technician Day, FAST encourages 
all businesses and individuals in the security industry 
to recognize the hard work, dedication and skills 
that security technicians provide. For further details, 
please click here.

For further information, please click here.
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