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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In-country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs and land-based guarding and asset protection provision.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 359 of the bimonthly series reviews, analyses and threat assesses security issues facing the UK, London 
and the global security and risk picture.
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UK Security News

A study for the Ministry of Justice has found that most convicted terrorists in the UK were converted online, 
according to The Guardian on December 8th. The study examined official risk assessments of every terrorist to 
be convicted in the England and Wales since 2010.

Martyn’s Law to ensure stronger 
protections against terrorism in public 
places 
The UK’s resilience to terrorism is to be stepped up, 
as the Government announces details for the Protect 
Duty, now to be known as ‘Martyn’s Law’ in tribute 
of Martyn Hett, who was killed alongside 21 others 
in the Manchester Arena terrorist attack in 2017. 
Working closely with security partners, business 
and victims’ groups, including Figen Murray and the 
Martyn’s Law Campaign Team, and Survivors Against 
Terror, the new duty will require venues to take steps 
to improve public safety, with measures dependent 
on the size of the venue and the activity taking 
place, the UK government said in a press release on 
December 19th. 

Conspiracy theorist found guilty of 
planning to ‘topple’ UK government
Wales Online said on December 19th that a 
38-year-old ‘conspiracy theorist’ has been found 
guilty of plotting terror attacks in the UK against 
critical infrastructure in an attempt to topple the 
government. Oliver Lewin was planning widespread 
and coordinated attacks and believed that the recent 
pandemic had ‘triggered the emergence of a Chinese 
communist system’ in the UK, Birmingham Crown 
Court was told. Lewin also had an obsession that 
‘Jewish elites’ under Israeli control were running the 
country. 

Walsall teenager denies explosives and 
terrorism charges
A teenager has denied possessing explosives and 
sharing online material that could encourage acts of 
terrorism. Vaughn Conrad John Dolphin, 19, from 
Aldridge, in Walsall, West Midlands, was arrested 
in June at an address in Cheshire. He was charged 
with eight counts under the Terrorism Act and two 
under the Explosive Substances Act and appeared 
at Birmingham Crown Court on Friday 16th. He 
was remanded in custody to reappear at the same 
court on April 28th 2023, BBC News reported on 

December 17th.

Man jailed for encouraging terrorism in 
online speeches
The Metropolitan Police said on December 16th 
that a 52-year-old man had been jailed for terrorism 
offences, following an investigation by Counter 
Terror Command. William Chinyanga used Facebook 
to livestream speeches in protest against the 
government in Zimbabwe in 2019 in which he 
encouraged bombings and attacks on soldiers and 
the police, the Met said. At Kingston Crown Court on 
December 16th, he was sentenced to three years in 
prison. 

Boy, 15, arrested for terror offences
Bucks Free Press reported on December 17th that a 
15-year-old boy had been arrested by Counter Terror 
Police in Princes Risborough. The teenager was 
arrested on suspicion of commission, preparation 
or instigation of acts of terrorism as part of an 
investigation in to ‘extreme right-wing’ terrorism, the 
paper said. The bomb squad was called to his home 
as part of the arrest procedure. 

Leeds man charged with terrorism 
offences
A man from Leeds has been charged with several 
offences under the Terrorism, Firearms and 
Explosives Act. Benjamin Hyland, from Yeadon, 
was arrested on 2 December by officers working 
with Counter Terrorism Policing North East. He is 
charged with 11 offences under terrorism, firearms 
and explosive substances laws, BBC News said on 
December 9th.

For further information, please click here.
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UK Security News

Police in Kent have released CCTV footage following an attempted robbery in Maidstone. A man obscuring his 
face suggested to store staff that he was armed with a firearm and demanded money. Staff refused his request 
and he left empty-handed, Kent Online said on December 7th.

Armed robber points ‘gun’ at Post Office 
staff before looting cash and stamps
The Manchester Evening News said on December 
18th that police were called to a Post Office on 
December 17th after an armed robbery. A man 
armed with a firearm threatened staff at the 
Post Office in Stockport before making off with a 
‘significant’ amount of cash and postage stamps. 
Detectives have appealed for witnesses, the paper 
reported. 

Houghton-le-Spring armed robber left 
shop workers terrified after raid to get 
money for Christmas presents
An armed robber who threatened shop staff with 
a hammer at two different stores in Houghton-
le-Spring has appeared in court. The incidents in 
2021 were so terrifying that two shop staff quit 
their jobs as a result. Victim statements read to the 
court highlighted the fear the victims experienced, 
Chronicle Live said on December 14th. John 
Greenhow, aged 42, reportedly has 56 previous 
convictions and pleaded guilty to two counts of 
robbery. He was sentenced to six years and nine 
months in prison.

Suffolk: Post office robber jailed for 
seven years
The East Anglian Daily Times said on December 10th 
that a 56-year-old man who took part in two armed 
raids on Suffolk Post Offices had been jailed for 
seven and a half years. Alan Loveridge was described 
in court as dangerous, with the court hearing that 
in one robbery, a shopkeeper was beaten with a 
crowbar. Loveridge has 81 previous convictions, the 
court was told. 

Final member of organised crime group 
jailed for 10 years
Greater Manchester Police said on December 8th 
that the last member of an organised crime group 
which had operated between September 2019 and 
February 2020 had been jailed for 10 years. The 

four-man group had targeted at least 18 people who 
believed they were buying vehicles from the group 
via eBay. Victims would meet the gang in Oldham or 
Manchester city centre to view vehicles but instead 
were robbed by the men who brandished machetes 
and hammers. In one incident, a replica firearm was 
believed to have been used. In total, 28 incidents 
were reported to police, including nine robberies, 
seven attempt robberies, one report of a disturbance 
and 11 reports of suspicious circumstances the police 
said.

London News

Brixton Academy: Security worker dies 
after Asake gig crush
A second person has died after being injured in a 
crush at a gig at London’s Brixton O2 Academy. 
Gaby Hutchinson, 23, who was working as a security 
contractor that night, died in hospital in the early 
hours of Monday 19th. The concert, by Afro-pop 
singer Asake, was cut short on Thursday 15th after 
a “large number of people” tried to force their way 
inside, the Met Police said. The O2 Academy tweeted 
its “heartfelt condolences” to Gaby Hutchinson’s 
family and friends, BBC News reported.

Ashley Roberts will not have to face 
accused stalker at his trial
BBC News said on December 17th that Pussycat 
Dolls singer Ashley Roberts will not have to face her 
alleged stalker in court, after she expressed concerns 
about being in the same room as him. Lewis Langley, 
from Thornton Heath, south London is accused of 
repeatedly claiming the star was his girlfriend and 
loitering outside her workplace. He denies two 
counts of stalking. Ahead of his trial next month, 
a judge at the pre-trial hearing ruled Miss Roberts 
could give evidence remotely.

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/physical-security/


6

Global Security News

A former soldier accused of having explosives and a gun linked to the East Belfast UVF has been granted bail. 
The judge said he had “little enthusiasm” for granting bail but had little option due to two other men being 
bailed, BBC News said on December 19th.

Thefts of Rolexes, Pateks and Other 
Luxury Watches Are on the Rise Around 
the World
According to an article in the Robb Report on 
December 12th, police forces around the world are 
beginning to set up specialist task forces to combat 
the growing trend of luxury watch robbery. An 
increase in robberies of Rolexes, Pateks and other 
high end brands has been noted in London, Paris 
and LA, the report said. According to the LA County 
Sheriff’s Department, they had seen over 200 thefts 
involving at least one timepiece valued at more than 
$5,000 between January and mid-November 2022, 
an increase of almost 30% compared to 2021. In 
the UK, the Met Police said that between January 
and September of 2022, there had been almost 700 
Rolex thefts and 100 Patek Philippe watches stolen 
in London. 

Major update in case of Brit millionaire 
Matthew Gibbard shot dead for his watch 
by robber who tailed him from airport
The Sun newspaper in the US reported on December 
13th that an armed robber who followed a British 
tourist from the airport to his hotel in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, has been jailed for life for his murder. 
Matthew Gibbard and his son were preparing to 
check in to their hotel when they were attacked by 
a gang of armed robbers. Gibbard was shot dead 
during the incident in 2019.

Petrol station owner hires Kevlar-
armoured guards with assault rifles to 
stop robbers
Highlighting the risks faced by petrol station owners 
in the US, The Sun reports that one owner has now 
hired armed guards in an attempt to prevent further 
armed robberies at his premises in Philadelphia. 
Locals have supported the move, telling the paper 
that it allows them to buy petrol in safety, while the 
owner, Neil Patel, has said that criminality in the 
area has forced him to, “hire the security, high-level 
security, state level.” 

British ex-cops accused of training 
Chinese police aiding Xinjiang abuses
The Mirror newspaper reported on December 17th 
that London Policing College has been accused of 
training Chinese police who could end up serving in 
Xinjiang province, where reports of abuse of Uyghurs 
have been made. The Mirror said that the College 
has a five-year contract which runs until 2023 to train 
Chinese police cadets in counter terror methods 
following the UK Prevent strategy. 

Border Force strikes: Temporary staff 
covering airport walkouts are ‘a grave 
concern for national security’
iNewspaper reported on December 8th that the 
Home Office was planning to give military personnel 
and civil servants just five days’ training before they 
step in to replace striking Border Force staff over 
the festive period. There are concerns that the 
replacement staff could put national security at risk, 
the paper said. The ISU union, told iNewspaper that 
the training is inadequate and could offer foreign 
criminals and terrorists a window of opportunity to 
enter the country. 

Industry and SIA News
Security Megatrends: The 2023 Vision for 
the Security Industry 
Leveraging insights from independent research, 
surveys, focus groups and top sessions at the 
Securing New Ground (SNG) conference, Security 
Megatrends™, an annual publication of the Security 
Industry Association (SIA), provides analysis on 10 
top trends affecting security industry businesses and 
practitioners. Released in December 2022, the 2023 
Security Megatrends report presents a forecast for 
the security industry’s future and breaks down the 
top trends that will impact you and your organization 
in the coming year.  Please click here to learn more.

For further information, please click here.

https://www.securityindustry.org/report/security-megatrends-the-2023-vision-for-the-security-industry/
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