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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In-country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs and land-based guarding and asset protection provision.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 358 of the bimonthly series reviews, analyses and threat assesses security issues facing the UK, London 
and the global security and risk picture.
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UK Security News

A study by the University of Cambridge and the University of Texas at Austin have found that banks and other 
financial firms around the world and in the UK are failing in their anti-corruption duties, The Guardian said on 
December 1st. The study found one in 30 banks did not comply with international regulations.

Raheem Sterling: No threat of violence in 
England star’s break-in - police
Police investigating a break-in at the home of 
England football star, Raheem Sterling, have 
reported that jewellery and watches were reported 
stolen. Stirling left the England World Cup camp in 
Qatar after robbers targeted his home in Surrey, 
BBC News said on December 5th. A spokesperson 
for the player said the burglary was carried out by 
armed intruders while his family were home. But 
later Surrey Police said no-one was at home at the 
time and no threats of violence were involved. “We 
are aware of media reports stating there were armed 
suspects involved, however, at this time, we would 
reassure our communities that no witnesses have 
come forward to this effect,” a police spokesperson 
said.

Leeds man and woman arrested on 
suspicion of terrorism offences as police 
search house
Leeds Live said on December 5th that a 30-year-
old woman and 29-year-old man from the area had 
been arrested by Counter Terrorism Policing North 
East officers on suspicion of involvement in terror 
offences. A spokeswoman for the Counter Terrorism 
Police said: “Warrants of Further Detention have 
been granted for both people until Friday, December 
9. This is an intelligence-led operation.” The arrests 
follow a warning from CTP North East for people 
in the region to remain vigilant in the run up to 
Christmas. The threat to the UK from terrorism is 
currently at ‘Substantial’, which means an attack is 
likely.

Derbyshire teen encouraged others to 
commit terrorism and tried to make a 
gun
On December 2nd, Counter Terrorism Policing said 
that a 19-year-old man from Derbyshire, Daniel 
Harris, has been found guilty of encouraging 
terrorism online and possessing a 3D printer in order 
to make a gun. He will be sentenced in January 2023, 

the police said. On Wednesday 30th November 2022, 
following a trial at Manchester Crown Court, Harris, 
of Lord Street in Glossop, was found guilty of six 
offences. In related news, the New York Post said on 
December 1st that Harris may be extradited to the 
US. The paper suggested that Harris may have played 
a role in motivating a mass shooter who killed 10 
people inside a supermarket. 

Duchess of Sussex: Meghan faced very 
real threats, says Met chief
The Duchess of Sussex received “disgusting and very 
real” threats while a working royal, the outgoing 
Metropolitan Police assistant commissioner has said. 
Neil Basu said he would understand if Meghan had 
felt “under threat all the time”. People have been 
prosecuted over the threats, he told Channel 4 News. 
Prince Harry, who moved to California with Meghan 
in 2020, said last year he did not feel safe when 
visiting the UK, BBC News said on November 30th.

Family faces terrorism and rate hate 
charges over ‘neo-Nazi’ record label
The Daily Mail said on December 2nd that a father, 
son and daughter who were involved in a ‘neo-
Nazi’ record label have appeared at the Old Bailey, 
accused of promoting: “white power bands and their 
concerts and stirring up racial hatred through music.” 
An investigation by Counter Terror Policing North 
East led to the arrest of the family. 

Emergency request to use police cells as 
prisons run out of space
The Times said on November 30th that the UK 
has almost no places left in its prisons, and the 
government has made an emergency request to 
use police cells for the first time in 14 years. UK 
Prisons Minister, Damian Hinds, blamed the issue 
on the recent barristers’ strike which swelled prison 
populations due to fewer trials being conducted, 
combined with a courts’ backlog due to the 
pandemic. 

For further information, please click here.
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UK Security News

Police in Derbyshire are appealing for information after three armed robbers broke into the home of an 
80-year-old man and stole a ‘significant amount’ of money, the Derbyshire Times said on December 5th. 

Man held teller at knifepoint in Burnley 
Barclays robbery
The Lancashire Telegraph said on December 6th that 
a schizophrenic man appeared in court charged with 
robbery, after he held a member of staff at a Burnley 
bank at knifepoint, demanding money. Christopher 
Wilson stole a knife from a cafe before entering 
Barclays bank and then demanding money. The 
alarm was raised and the branch filled with smoke, 
the court heard. Armed police entered the bank and 
arrested him. 

Pair charged with 17 offences including 
attempted murder and robbery
Bedford Today reported on December 1st that two 
men had been arrested by armed police officers 
after reports of a man seen with a gun at a block 
of flats in Bedford. Paul Burton and Nathan Turner 
have been charged with 17 offences, including 
attempted murder and robbery following their 
arrests. In addition, the men have been charged with 
possession of an imitation firearm. 

Armed police search after robbery 
Cheadles Chemist in Seasalter
A man has been arrested after staff at a chemist’s 
shop in Kent were reportedly threatened and 
robbed, Kent Online said on December 5th. Armed 
police responded after a report that a man had 
threatened staff before stealing medication in the 
Herne Bay area.

Sainsbury’s staff ‘shaken’ as armed 
robbers raid store and make off with 
cigarettes and alcohol
Gazette Live said on November 29th that staff at a 
Cleveland Sainsbury’s shop were left shaken after 
two armed robbers entered the store and robbed it, 
taking a quantity of cigarettes and alcohol with them 
as they fled. Police set up a cordon and investigations 
are ongoing. This is the third incident to hit the shop 
in 2022, Gazette Live said.

London News

Climate change protesters who smashed 
Barclays bank HQ windows ‘could face 
jail’ 
The Evening Standard reported on December 5th 
that climate protesters who smashed windows 
at Barclay’s London headquarters could face jail 
sentences after being found guilty of criminal 
damage. Seven women were convicted at Southwark 
Crown Court on Monday over the incident. Diana 
Wilson, for the prosecution, said the women could 
receive sentences including community orders and 
prison sentences of up to 18 months. The protests 
were associated with the Extinction Rebellion group, 
the paper said.

Knightsbridge steakhouse: Animal 
rebellion activists removed from site
BBC News said on December 5th that environmental 
activists were physically removed after occupying 
tables at an upmarket steakhouse in central London. 
Animal Rebellion protesters entered Nusr-Et, a 
restaurant which serves gold-plated steaks costing 
up to £1,450 on Saturday. The activists said they 
targeted the steakhouse in Knightsbridge because it 
was symbolic of a “broken system”. It comes weeks 
after a similar stunt at Gordon Ramsay’s three-star 
Michelin restaurant in Chelsea.

Met Police launches abuse and 
corruption hotline
The Metropolitan police is to create a special hotline 
to allow people to report Met Police officers and 
staff for corruption, abuse and other breaches of 
trust or power, BBC News said on November 29th. 
Officers have been convicted of a string of offences 
including sex crimes, theft and assault. The line will 
be run by Crimestoppers.

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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Global Security News

A 14-year-old girl has died and another, aged 13, has been seriously injured after they were attacked by a man 
with a knife while walking to school in southern Germany. Police say the suspect came out of a refugee shelter 
in the village of Illerkirchberg on Monday 5th morning and attacked the pupils, BBC News said.

Ukraine: Latest updates
Russian missile attacks on Ukrainian civilian 
infrastructure have continued, with BBC News 
reporting that Ukraine is conducting emergency 
shutdowns in an attempt to stabilise the country’s 
power grid. President Volodymyr Zelensky has said 
that many regions were affected with around half 
of the Kyiv region expected to remain without 
power for several days. Overnight, more missiles hit 
critical infrastructure and residential houses near the 
southern city of Zaporizhzhia, regional officials said. 
No casualties were reported, although there were 
four deaths in attacks on Monday. As winter weather 
continues to worsen in Ukraine, there are growing 
concerns that the civilian population is at further risk. 
In related reports, it is believed that Ukrainian 
forces conducted drone strikes on a Russian airfield 
at Kursk, which destroyed an oil storage tank and 
reportedly damaged aircraft. 
Ukraine say that 70 Russian missiles were fired at 
the country on Monday 5th, although the majority 
were shot down according to President Zelensky. Mr 
Zelensky said “the biggest number of shutdowns is 
in Vinnytsia, Kyiv, Zhytomyr, Dnipropetrovsk, Odessa, 
Khmelnytskyi and Cherkasy regions”, referring to 
the regions spanning the length and breadth of the 
country. But he pledged that the authorities “will do 
everything to restore stability”, the BBC said.

British man is beaten and robbed of his 
clothes, cash and £19,000 Rolex
The Daily Mail reported on November 30th that 
a British man who fell for a dating app honeytrap 
operated by criminals in Brazil was robbed and 
beaten in Sao Paulo. The Londoner, who was not 
named by police, was snatched by the gang after 
talking to a woman on the street on November 
28th.  He was bundled into a car and the robbers 
demanded he transfer money to them but he didn’t 
have a bank account in the country. Instead, the 
robbers beat him, stole cash and clothes and his 
£19,000 Rolex watch, the Mail said. 

Wealthy Russian businessman arrested 
on suspicion of multiple offences
The National Crime Agency reported that it had 
conducted a major operation to arrest a wealthy 
Russian businessman on suspicion of offences 
including money laundering, conspiracy to defraud 
the Home Office and conspiracy to commit perjury. 
The 58-year-old man was arrested on Thursday 1st 
December at his multi-million-pound residence 
in London by officers from the NCA’s Combating 
Kleptocracy Cell. A 35-year-old man, employed at 
the premises, was arrested nearby on suspicion of 
money laundering and obstruction of an NCA Officer 
after he was seen leaving the address with a bag 
found to contain thousands of pounds in cash. A 
third man, aged 39, who is the former boyfriend of 
the businessman’s current partner, was arrested at 
his home in Pimlico, London, for offences including 
money laundering and conspiracy to defraud.

Industry and SIA News
Security Industry Cybersecurity 
Certification (SICC) Review Course
Tuesday, Dec. 13 – Thursday 15th December 2:00–
6:00 p.m. EST

Want to accelerate your career and create trust with 
your colleagues, partners and clients? Earn SIA’s 
Security Industry Cybersecurity Certification (SICC)! 
The SICC Review Course is designed to help you 
prepare for the certification exam and build your 
test-day conference. Join us virtually Dec. 13-15 for 
this comprehensive three-day course. Click here to 
learn more.  

For further information, please click here.

https://www.securityindustry.org/professional-development/security-industry-cybersecurity-certification-sicc/sicc-review-course/
https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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