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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In-country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs and land-based guarding and asset protection provision.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 357 of the bimonthly series reviews, analyses and threat assesses security issues facing the UK, London 
and the global security and risk picture.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.co.uk?subject=


4

UK Security News

Scotland Yard is investigating a business in Croydon which has been accused of being part of a network 
of Chinese secret “police stations”, East London Lines reported on November 18th. A human rights group 
investigating the business had identified it as being part of a wider Chinese network. 

Dominic Raab warns terrorists over 
further prison time
UK Justice Secretary, Dominic Raab, has said that 
terrorist offenders will face longer sentences if 
they commit crime while in prison, BBC News said 
on November 22nd. Currently, prisoners will usually 
get a maximum sentence of 42 days for offences 
carried out behind bars, but Raab warned that crimes 
committed in prison by those convicted of terror 
offences could now lead to “significantly more prison 
time”. Mr Raab said: “Terrorist offenders pose a 
grave risk to public safety, and they must face the 
full consequences of their actions - whether on the 
street or behind bars.”

Leicestershire man planned terror 
attacks on radio masts, court hears
Oliver Lewin, 38, plotted terror attacks against 
radio masts and the M1 motorway in an attempt 
to bring down the UK government, a court has 
heard. Lewin was arrested in August 2021 after 
speaking to undercover police officers on the 
Telegram messenger app. Prosecutors said he 
carried out “reconnaissance” on targets and tried to 
recruit others to his cause. Annabel Darlow for the 
prosecution, said by July 2021 Mr Lewin had become 
“deeply opposed” to the government and stated 
his “goal” was to “topple” it, BBC News reported on 
November 20th.

Three arrests after apparent attempted 
murder of Northern Ireland police in 
bomb attack
The Guardian said on November 19th that three 
men had been held in Northern Ireland after an 
improvised explosive device (IED) was used to 
damage a police car. The incident took place in 
Strabane, County Tyrone when the IED damaged a 
police vehicle. Two officers both escaped without 
injury, the paper reported. The Police Service of 
Northern Ireland (PSNI) said that they were treating 
the attack as attempted murder.

UK World Cup fans warned about 
potential terrorism in Qatar
Football fans flying to Qatar to spectate at World 
Cup games have been warned that a terror attack 
is classified as “likely” by the UK government, Get 
Surrey reported on November 16th. Citing travel 
advice from the UK Foreign Office, they said that 
terrorists are “likely” to carry out attacks in Qatar 
while there is the possibility of an increased threat 
against Western interests. While crime levels are 
“low” visitors should use licensed taxis while women 
are told to avoid walking alone at night, the official 
advice added.

UK police warn of more far-right attacks 
after Dover firebombing
Arab News reported on November 15th that UK 
Counter Terror Policing has warned that they are 
continuing to monitor right wing terror threats 
to migrants in the wake of an attack on a migrant 
centre in Kent. Authorities have ordered safety 
reviews at a number of migrant processing and 
housing sites in the UK, and police are concerned 
that other attacks may take place. A police 
spokesperson told The Independent newspaper that 
UK Counter Terrorism Policing are working “around 
the clock to monitor and assess any new, emerging 
or potential terrorist threats.”

Two Birmingham terror suspects are due 
to appear at Westminster Magistrates’ 
court
Birmingham World said on November 9th that two 
men from the city are to appear at Westminster 
Magistrates’ Court after they were charged under 
section 5 of the Terrorism Act 2006 with “engaging 
in conduct in preparation for terrorism”. The men 
were arrested by Counter Terrorism Policing West 
Midlands officers on November 8th.

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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UK Security News

The Liverpool Echo has said that police around the country will be stepping up operations in the run up to 
Christmas, as part of a wider effort to ensure public security at outdoor events such as Christmas markets. The 
move is intended to reassure the public, they reported on November 10th. 

West Mercia Police officers rammed 
following armed robbery in Bridgnorth
Birmingham Live said on November 19th that three 
people had been arrested following an armed 
robbery and pursuit in Shropshire. West Mercia 
Police said that a vehicle rammed police cars and 
drove at traffic officers and a police motorcyclist 
on November 15th as they attempted an arrest. 
The car was later brought to a stop by officers and 
three occupants arrested, with one man arrested 
on suspicion of attempted murder of three 
police officers and conspiracy to commit robbery. 
Birmingham Live said that in addition, a 23-year-
old man was arrested on suspicion of robbery and 
conspiracy to commit robbery, while a 52-year-old 
woman was arrested on suspicion of dangerous 
driving.

Organised crime group jailed for armed 
robberies
The Metropolitan Police said on November 10th that, 
thanks to a successful investigation by officers from 
the Met’s Flying Squad, an organised crime group 
who were responsible for the theft of £400,000 
in a series of robberies have been jailed. The Met 
said that four men were sentenced to a total of 
101 years’ in prison for their crimes. The robberies 
took place in London and across England. Detective 
Constable Stephen O’Connell, from the Met’s Flying 
Squad, said: “The group caused havoc in and outside 
of London with high value cars being stolen and a 
huge amount of money laundered and spoilt.”

Berkshire pub landlord ‘restrained with 
cable ties’ during three hour ordeal
News website, Get Reading, reported on November 
16th that a pub landlord experienced a harrowing 
ordeal on November 11th, when an armed man 
broke in to the premises at 1am and subjected him 
to a “violent, three hour ordeal” during which he was 
restrained with cable ties as part of an aggravated 
burglary. The paper reported that a mobile phone 
and cash bags were stolen in the incident, with the 

perpetrator driving away in the victim’s Range Rover 
car.  

London News

Soho: Three men arrested after 
attempting to steal £50,000 Rolex
The Evening Standard reported on November 
21st that police had arrested three men who 
attempted to steal a £50,000 Rolex watch from 
its owner in Soho on Friday 18th. The attempted 
robbery at 2.45am was interrupted by officers who 
were deployed in the area specifically to deter 
watch robberies, the Standard said. The victim 
was unharmed and his property returned to him, 
the paper reported. A spokesperson for the AW 
Proactive Unit of the Met, which covers central 
London, told the paper: “We are acutely aware of 
the impact street robbery has on victims and that is 
why we have deployed officers in and around central 
London with the specific aim of stopping those 
determined to commit offences in their tracks.”

Robber knocks man out before ripping 
£145,000 watch from his arm in central 
London
The Evening Standard reported on November 9th 
that a man had been found guilty of robbery and 
possessing criminal property at Southwark Crown 
Court. Lindell Angell was seen in video footage 
walking with a man he had befriended that night 
before attacking him near the Strand. He attacked 
the man with the intention of stealing his £145,000 
Patek Phillipe watch and left his victim unconscious. 
Angell will be sentenced in January 2023, the paper 
said.

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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Global Security News

The jury in the trial of a man accused of murdering a Garda (Irish police) detective in County Roscommon has 
failed to reach a verdict. Stephen Silver admitted shooting Colm Horkan with the detective’s own gun in June 
2020 but denied murder on the grounds of diminished responsibility, BBC News said on November 17th.

Ukraine: Latest updates
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has 
warned that whoever was responsible for what 
CNN described as “powerful explosions” at the 
Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant in Ukraine was “playing 
with fire”, as concerns increased about the safety of 
the power plant. IAEA personnel reported that over 
a dozen blasts were heard near the plant on Sunday 
20th. Rafael Grossi, head of the IAEA, said, “Whoever 
is behind this, it must stop immediately.”
The World Health Organisation has voiced its 
concerns over the situation in Ukraine as winter 
approaches. On November 21st, the BBC said the 
lives of millions will be under threat in Ukraine this 
winter, the World Health Organization has said. Half 
of Ukraine’s energy infrastructure is either damaged 
or destroyed, and 10 million are currently without 
power, said Dr Hans Henri P Kluge, WHO regional 
director for Europe. 
On November 21st, Al Jazeera reported that police 
in Ukraine had identified four sites in Kherson where 
they believe that Russian forces tortured people 
before fleeing the city. In a statement on Telegram, 
the Ukraine Prosecutor General’s office said that 
Russians had set up “pseudo-law enforcement 
agencies” in detention centres and a police building 
in the southern Ukrainian city, Al Jazeera said.

Kosovo-Serbia flare-up fears over car 
number plate row
The EU and Serbia have warned that violence could 
erupt in Kosovo after EU-mediated talks failed to 
resolve a dispute over Serbian car number plates, 
BBC News said on November 22nd. They said that 
authorities in Kosovo want the Serbian ethnic 
minority to surrender their Serbian-issued number 
plates and had planned to introduce fines of 150 
Euros for non-compliance. Serbia does not recognise 
Kosovo’s independence, the BBC reported.

British worker at UK embassy in Berlin 
pleads guilty to 8 spying charges
A 58-year-old man who was employed as a security 

guard at the UK embassy in Berlin has pleaded guilty 
to eight offences under the Official Secrets Act, 
the National reported on November 11th. David 
Ballantyne Smith is said to have hated the UK and 
wanted to live in Russia when he began handing 
over official, secret intelligence in May 2020. He had 
worked at the embassy as a security guard for eight 
years, the paper reported. 

Belgium struggles to incinerate all of the 
cocaine it seized in yet another record 
year
Euronews said on November 22nd that due to a year 
of record drug seizures in Antwerp, police in Belgium 
were struggling to incinerate it all. This has now led 
to security concerns, given the quantities of drugs 
involved. In one raid in mid-October, over six tonnes 
of cocaine were seized at the port of Antwerp, they 
reported. The “mountain of cocaine”, as Antwerp 
prosecutor Franky De Keyser called it, is being stored 
at a number of undisclosed locations. Federal Public 
Service Finance spokesperson Francis Adyns told 
Euronews: “If we have a huge drug bust, in terms of 
5 to 8 tonnes, not everything can be immediately 
destroyed because of the capacity of the incinerators 
and in terms of environmental restrictions on the 
destruction of large amounts of drugs.”

Industry and SIA News
Leveraging Technology to Protect 
Utilities
Protecting utilities and other critical infrastructure 
is one of the most vital uses of security technology. 
This webinar, which is being presented by the 
SIA Utilities Advisory Board, will examine several 
of the biggest physical and cyber threats that 
utilities must defend against and look at potential 
countermeasures. Please click here for more details. 

For further information, please click here.

https://www.securityindustry.org/webinar/leveraging-technology-to-protect-utilities/
https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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