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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In-country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs and land-based guarding and asset protection provision.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 355 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal states of Somalia and 
Yemen, as well as security issues facing the UK, London and the global security and risk picture.
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UK Security News

A statue of Margaret Thatcher which stands in her home town in Lincolnshire has been vandalised for a third 
time. The £300,000 sculpture in St Peter’s Hill in Grantham, which is subject to CCTV surveillance, has been 
daubed with the words “Tories out”, BBC News said on October 23rd.

Protesters throw cake on King Charles 
waxwork
Activists appear to have thrown cake into the face 
of King Charles’s waxwork at London’s Madame 
Tussauds, BBC News said on October 24th. Video 
footage posted on social media showed two 
protesters wearing Just Stop Oil T-shirts throwing 
cake in the King’s face. The Metropolitan Police said 
four people had been arrested for criminal damage. 
Madame Tussauds said: “At approximately 10.50am 
today (24 Oct), protesters entered the ‘World Stage’ 
Zone at Madame Tussauds London and appeared to 
throw what is believed to be cake at our figures of 
The Royal Family. Our security team dealt with the 
incident quickly and we are working closely with the 
Metropolitan Police on this matter. The attraction 
remains open, with our Royal Family set closed 
temporarily.”

South Yorkshire prison officer in court 
accused of sharing terrorist document
The Star reported on October 25th that a 42-year-
old prison officer from Barnsley faces a charge 
of disseminating a terrorist document. The site 
reported that Ashley Sharp was alleged to have 
posed a link to a file on a far right Telegram channel. 
He was arrested in May by officers from South 
Yorkshire police and Counter Terrorism North East. 
The Old Bailey heard that the channel is an extreme 
right wing one promoting neo-Nazi ideology.

Youngest girl charged with terrorism 
offences killed herself after being 
groomed by US Neo Nazis
The Daily Telegraph reported on October 22nd that 
the youngest girl to be charged with terror offences 
in the UK, Rhianan Rudd, killed herself in a children’s 
home after being taken in to care. At age 14, she 
had been charged with possession of instructions to 
make explosives and firearms, the paper said. She 
was also charged with the “commission, preparation 
of instigation of an act of terrorism”. The Telegraph 
reported that she had been groomed online by a 

neo-Nazi member of the Arizona Aryan Brotherhood.

ISIS terror ‘fanatic’ could be freed on 
parole
The Sun reported on October 22nd that Aras 
Mohammed Hamid, who was sent to prison for seven 
years in 2017 for terror offences, could be released 
on parole in the coming weeks. The paper said that 
the parole board has been adjourned for security 
checks and that a verdict is expected in a few weeks.

Men appear at Old Bailey on hand 
grenade charges
Two men from South Yorkshire have appeared at the 
Old Bailey accused of attempting to acquire hand 
grenades. Jack Downend and Richard Jawadnass 
are charged with attempting to obtain two 
fragmentation grenades with intent to endanger life. 
The men, both aged 21 and from Barnsley, appeared 
via video-link from prison in Leeds, BBC News said on 
October 22nd.
 
Rising cost of Bath’s ‘ring of steel’ anti-
terror measures hits £3m
The cost of city centre counter terrorism measures 
has been in the news again, with Somerset Live 
reporting on October 24th that Bath’s “ring of steel” 
costs have exceeded £3 million. Work to replace 
temporary structures will commence in January 
2023, but other work will be done in stages to allow 
financing to be secured. In a related story, Chester 
Live said on October 20th that Chester’s anti-terror 
bollards will be activated for longer in the run up 
to Christmas, to provide an additional measure of 
security for shoppers in the city centre during the 
festive period. From November 18th to December 
22nd, bollards will remain in the ‘up’ position around 
the city. The security measures also offer retail 
premises increased protection from vehicular-based 
crimes. 

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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UK Security News

On October 24th, BBC News reported that a woman had died and another has been injured after a stabbing at 
a residential property in east London. The Metropolitan Police said two women with “stab injuries” were found 
at the property and one, aged in her 50s, was pronounced dead at the scene.

Masked men carrying weapons threaten 
staff
The Blackpool Gazette reported on October 19th 
that two masked men had entered a Cash Converters 
shop that day and threatened staff with unspecified 
weapons before stealing a quantity of jewellery. 
No injuries were reported and police later arrested 
one man on suspicion of robbery. Local police 
are appealing for witnesses as the investigation 
continues. 

Police officers investigating armed 
robbery at forecourt release CCTV 
images
Police in Yorkshire are investigating an armed 
robbery at a petrol station where an assistant 
was threatened with a crowbar on October 10th. 
Forecourt Trader said on October 21st that police 
had released CCTV images of a man they would like 
to speak with regarding the incident. A quantity of 
money was stolen in the course of the robbery, they 
reported. 

Masked men brandishing bat and hammer 
tried to steal car
Staffordshire police have appealed for witnesses and 
released CCTV footage of two men who attempted 
steal a car in what Stoke on Trent Live described 
on October 20th as a ‘terrifying robbery’. The pair 
approached a man at 1pm on October 16th and 
demanded his car keys. They were armed with a 
baseball bat and hammer. They attempted to steal 
a VW Golf R, but were unable to start it and fled in a 
black Ford Focus ST, police said.

Police appeal after armed robbery at 
Texaco petrol station
The Swindon Advertiser reported on October 19th 
that a man wielding a knife threatened Texaco petrol 
station staff before stealing over £100 in cash on 
October 17th. A Wiltshire Police spokesperson said: 
“We’re appealing for anyone who may have been in 
the area at the time, or may have dashcam footage, 

and can help with our enquiries.”

Didcot man due in court after suspected 
kidnapping and robbery
Oxfordshire Live said on October 19th that a man 
was due in court after a suspected armed robbery 
and false imprisonment incident. Robert Bennett has 
been charged in connection with the crimes. Thames 
Valley Police said: “It’s in connection with an incident 
that occurred on Saturday in Ladygrove in which 
two victims were held at knife point in their car 
where they were forced to handover their personal 
possessions and drive to a cashpoint to take out cash. 
One of the victims was assaulted during this.”

London News

Man punched and kicked in the face in 
violent robbery in Camberwell
The Evening Standard said on October 25th that a 
40-year-old man was in hospital after a violent assault 
by three balaclava-wearing men in Camberwell in the 
early hours of Sunday. The man was punched and 
kicked by his attackers and suffered facial injuries 
during a robbery in which his phone was stolen. The 
Standard noted that muggings, or thefts from a 
person, had increased by almost 70% in the last 12 
months in London.

Lady Leshurr assaulted ex-girlfriend, 
court hears
Rapper Lady Leshurr attacked her ex-girlfriend and 
her new partner in east London, a court has heard. 
The 34-year-old artist - real name Melesha O’Garro 
- allegedly assaulted Sidnee Hussein and Chante 
Boyea around 05:00 BST on Saturday. The women, 
both aged 27, were taken to hospital and have since 
been discharged, BBC News said on October 24th.

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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Global Security News

US Federal prosecutors allege that two Chinese intelligence officers attempted to bribe an American law 
enforcement official in an effort to obtain information on the criminal case against Chinese firm, Huawei, The 
Guardian reported on October 24th. 

Ukraine: Latest updates
The UN’s nuclear watchdog IAEA says its inspectors 
have regularly visited two sites in Ukraine at the 
centre of Russian claims that Kyiv is preparing a 
so-called dirty bomb. Inspectors would return in the 
coming days following a Ukrainian request, director 
general Rafael Grossi said. Russia has not offered any 
evidence for its allegations, which NATO dismisses, 
BBC News said on October 25th.
Al Jazeera reported on October 25th that Russian 
authorities continue to warn residents in the 
occupied city of Kherson to flee, ahead of an 
anticipated Ukrainian offensive on the city to retake 
it from Russian forces. The Kherson administration, 
installed by Russia, announced the creation of a local 
militia, saying all men still in the city could join. 
Al Jazeera reported that the UK, France and US had 
said that they are committed to supporting Ukraine 
for “as long as it takes”. 
Following reports that Iran is supplying Russia 
with drones which are being used to attack civilian 
targets, Iran’s state-run Tasnim News said on 
October 25th that Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein 
Amirabdollahian said the country is ready to discuss 
the Western countries’ allegations about exporting 
drones to Russia in a joint session with Ukrainian 
officials. He said: “We have not sold and will not 
sell any weapons and drones to be used in the war 
against Ukraine, and cooperation between Iran and 
Russia will continue without having anything to do 
with the Ukraine war.”

UK and US issue stark warning over 
travel to Nigeria
The US and the UK have issued a stark warning over 
the risk of terror attacks in Nigeria, with the US 
embassy in Abuja telling people to “avoid all non-
essential travel or movement”. The US embassy 
said there was a long list of potential targets, 
including: “Government buildings, places of worship, 
schools, markets, shopping malls, hotels, bars, 
restaurants, athletic gatherings, transport terminals, 
law enforcement facilities, and international 

organizations”. Meanwhile the UK government 
warned that “attacks could be indiscriminate and 
could affect western interests, as well as places 
visited by tourists”, the BBC said on October 24th. 

Gunmen free priests kidnapped in 
Cameroon church
ACI reported on October 24th that nine people who 
were abducted by gunmen on September 16th have 
been released. The group included five Catholic 
priests and a nun. The victims were taken away last 
month after gunmen stormed St Mary Catholic 
Church in Nchang parish. The attackers later burnt 
the church. It was reported that they were released 
without any ransom being paid. 

Industry and SIA News

Let’s Connect at SIAThere! Atlanta
Are you in the Atlanta area or planning to be on 
Thursday, Nov. 3? Then don’t miss the next SIAThere! 
event and join other security industry professionals 
for a fun evening of networking and socializing at 
ZKTeco’s HQ in Alpharetta, Georgia. You will get to:

•  meet a mix of the security industry: manufacturers 
and solution providers, integrators, installing 
companies, consultants and IT and physical security 
managers
• make new business connections 
• experience an exclusive demo from event sponsor 
ZKTeco
• get the chance to win a prize and enjoy free booze 
and food

Can you make it? Let us know and we will get you 
registered for this free event today! For further 
details, please click here.

For further information, please click here.

https://app.propfuel.com/checkin/f164bcd3-b20e-4a56-85ae-a62ddff72862
https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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