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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In-country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs and land-based guarding and asset protection provision.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful weekly reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 354 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal states of Somalia and 
Yemen, as well as security issues facing the UK, London and the global security and risk picture.
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UK Security News

The UK Home Office is backing plans which would make it easier for law enforcement agencies to seize crypto 
currencies and assets used to fund terrorism, Coin Desk reported on October 14th. The amendments planned 
for the Economic Crime and Corporate Transparency bill should be added to the UK terrorism Act 2000 and the 
Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001, they say.

31-Year-Old Jailed For Terrorism Related 
Offences
4NI reported on October 17th that a 31-year-old 
man has been jailed for terrorism-related offences 
in Belfast. William Simms was jailed for two years 
for possession of items for use in terrorism and 
possession of a prohibited weapon, 4NI said. 
Detective Inspector Corrigan said: “William Simms 
was arrested under the Terrorism Act in February of 
last year. This followed the search of a property in 
which we discovered a quantity of UDA associated 
paraphernalia. Weapons – including several swords, 
tasers, batons and knuckledusters – were also 
recovered.”

Lottery-Winning Imprisoned ‘Jihadist’ 
Could Threaten UK Politician’s Safety
A UK convert to Islam who was jailed for five years 
for threatening Labour MP Jess Phillips and other 
politicians has reportedly won £100,000 on a UK 
lottery scratchcard. Rakeem Malik, formerly known 
as Paul Harrison, made threats against Boris Johnson 
and Theresa May, and won the money while on day 
release from a mental health unit. Police have told 
Phillips that there are concerns that he could use the 
money to harm her, she told a parliamentary debate, 
according to a report by LBC on October 15th.

Blackburn with Darwen gets £600,000 for 
Prevent terrorism programme
The Lancashire Telegraph said on October 15th that 
Blackburn and Darwen Council is to receive £600,000 
to further its counter terrorism work in the county. 
The funds, part of the Prevent programme, will aid 
the council, which is the lead authority running the 
Prevent programme in the county, the paper said. 
It added that the area is one of the most at-risk for 
individuals being drawn into terrorism. 

Neo-Nazi terrorist and ‘Miss Hitler’ 
contestant to be freed from jail early
A woman jailed for three years in 2020 for 
membership of the banned National Action neo-

Nazi organisation is due to be released from prison, 
the Jewish Chronicle reported on October 14th. A 
Parole Board spokesperson confirmed that Alice 
Cutter is to be released early from prison. A Parole 
Board spokesperson told the JC: “Decisions are solely 
focused on what risk a prisoner could represent 
to the public if released and whether that risk is 
manageable in the community. Parole reviews are 
undertaken thoroughly and with extreme care. 
Protecting the public is our number one priority.”

Counter Terrorism Policing urges 
vigilance as Rugby League World Cup 
kicks off in UK
Counter Terror Policing is warning the public to be 
vigilant as the UK prepares for the Rugby League 
World Cup. The event will see thousands of people 
travel to 18 host towns and cities and, while there 
is no specific threat, Counter Terror Policing said on 
October 12th that people should report anything 
suspicious to the police or stewards. 

Liverpool man accused of ‘extreme far 
right’ terrorism extradited from Spain
A Liverpool man extradited from Spain at the 
request of UK counter terrorism detectives has been 
charged with terror offences. Kristopher Kearney 
was arrested by police in Spain at an address in 
Alicante in March 2022. Following his arrival in the 
UK, he was arrested by police. He is due to appear at 
the Old Bailey in London on January 27th 2023. Met 
Police confirmed his arrest followed an investigation 
into “extreme right wing terrorism”, the Liverpool 
Echo said on October 12th. 

For further information, please click here.
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UK Security News

Three men have been arrested after a popular radio DJ was found murdered in woodland in Essex, the Evening 
Standard said on October 17th. Koray Alpergin and his girlfriend were abducted from an address in Essex on 
Friday 14th. Three men from Kent have been arrested, it was reported.

Man charged with Sutton Coldfield 
‘robbery and attempted armed robbery’ 
incidents
Birmingham Live said on October 17th that a man 
has been charged with attempted armed robbery 
and robbery after two incidents in Sutton Coldfield 
earlier in the month. West Midlands Police  said that 
John Williams was arrested on October 11th and 
charged with two robbery offences and possession 
of a knife. 

Robber who raided post office told jail 
term is “inevitable”
Paul Czernozekow, who pleaded guilty to three 
offences in court after robbing a South Cumbria 
village Post Office while armed with a hammer, has 
been told he faces an “inevitable” prison sentence, 
The NWE Mail reported on October 14th. He will be 
sentenced on November 25th, the paper reported. 

Detectives appeal for information after 
armed robbery at Clydebank petrol 
station
Police Scotland are asking for information after a 
petrol station was the scene of an armed robbery. 
A man armed with a knife entered the premises 
in Clydebank and threatened staff. He stole a 
three-figure sum of money and made off on foot, 
Forecourt Trader said on October 13th. Detective 
constable Catriona MacQueen of Clydebank Police 
Station said: “Fortunately nobody was injured as a 
result of this incident but it was hugely distressing 
for the staff members involved.”

London News

Millionaire entrepreneur and YouTuber 
discusses assault and robbery in his 
lavish London home
Yianni Charalambous, a celebrity car customiser 

and social media influencer, has discussed how an 
Instagram post in which he shared an image of his 
Richard Mille luxury watch, led to a home invasion. 
The incident, in 2016, followed his purchase of a 
£94,000 Richard Mille watch, which he shared with 
his social media followers. Soon afterwards, he 
was attacked in his home at night by three burglars 
who demanded to know where the watch was, 
but couldn’t find it. They fled with other items and 
£10,000 in cash. Charalambous increased security 
at home, but the trio reportedly returned while he 
was away on business, but fled before police arrived, 
Luxury Launches reported on October 17th. 

Moment father tries to fend off thugs 
who stole son’s £100,000 watch armed 
with stun gun and a knife
CCTV footage showing a group of men attacking 
three American tourists using a stun gun has been 
released by the police. The men were in Chelsea in 
November 2021 when a group of men threatened 
them with a knife, demanding they hand over a 
£100,000 luxury Rolex watch. A woman with the 
group was also robbed of her £200 watch, with 
the attackers fleeing the scene in a stolen Jaguar.  
Three men were convicted on October 5th and will 
be sentenced in December, the Evening Standard 
reported on October 13th. 

Van Gogh’s Sunflowers back on display
One of Van Gogh’s famous Sunflowers paintings has 
been cleaned and is back on display, after climate 
activists threw tins of what appeared to be tomato 
soup over it. London’s National Gallery confirmed it 
is now back in place, about six hours after the soup 
incident. Two people were arrested, BBC News said 
on October 15th.

For further information, please click here.
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Global Security News

Former British military pilots are being lured to China with large sums of money to pass on their expertise to 
the Chinese military, it is claimed. Up to 30 former UK military pilots are thought to have gone to train members 
of China’s People’s Liberation Army, according to the BBC on October 17th.

Ukraine: Latest updates
The BBC said on October 18th that Russian forces 
have been targeting Ukrainian energy infrastructure, 
causing a number of blackouts around the country. 
Explosions were heard in the capital shortly after 
09:00 (06:00 GMT) and plumes of smoke billowed 
from around a power station near the Dnipro river 
Power and water were cut in Zhytomyr, west of Kyiv, 
and two facilities were badly damaged in Dnipro. The 
latest attacks came 24 hours after Kyiv was hit by 
“kamikaze” drones.
The unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) are believed 
to be of Iranian origin, although Iran continues to 
deny that the country is supplying Russia with the 
technology. On October 13th, Iran’s Tasnim News 
said that permanent mission of Iran to the United 
Nations categorically rejected the unsubstantiated 
claims that Tehran has sold unmanned aerial vehicles 
for use in the Ukraine war, reiterating the Islamic 
Republic’s support for peace and ending the conflict.
On October 17th, Al Jazeera reported that a Russian 
fighter plane crashed into a residential building in 
the city of Yeysk, close to the Ukrainian border. The 
plane exploded on impact, killing at least 13 people, 
they reported.
Russia has exchanged 108 Ukrainian women held 
as prisoners of war for 110 Russian captives held by 
Ukraine, officials on both sides say. Of the women, 
37 were reportedly captured after surrendering at 
the siege of the Azovstal steel works in Mariupol, 
which ended in May, BBC News said on October 
17th.

Rwanda troops find hidden arms cache in 
Mozambique
Rwandan troops deployed to help fight insurgents 
in northern Mozambique say they have discovered 
a stockpile of weapons and ammunition hidden by 
jihadists. The Rwanda Defence Force (RDF) posted 
a tweet with pictures of weapons and ammunition 
which it said jihadists had hidden in Mbau in 
Mocimboa da Praia district. The stockpile includes 
hundreds of weapons ranging from small arms to 

rockets, as well as ammunition and shells. The items 
are believed to have been hidden by insurgents as 
they were being pursued, the BBC said on October 
16th.

Alerts for UK residents visiting Spain and 
France in October
Various media outlets have reported that UK 
residents hoping to visit France this month should be 
aware that fuel supplies in some regions remain low, 
after industrial action in the country. Many garages 
have run out of petrol and diesel, with long queues 
at some forecourts. The issue could cause problems 
for British visitors to France during the October half-
term school holidays. In Spain, meanwhile, there are 
warnings that the country still has a number of Covid 
restrictions in place which tourists must adhere to. 
Tourists entering the country will need to provide 
proof of full vaccination, recovery from Covid, a 
negative antigen test result or negative PCR test.

Industry and SIA News

A Special Invite to SIAThere! Atlanta 
from Sponsor ZKTeco
As an industry-wide free networking event, SIAThere! 
brings together a mix of the security industry: 
manufacturers and solution providers, integrators, 
installing companies, consultants and IT and physical 
security managers. Join us to meet, mingle and 
market with industry colleagues in the Atlanta region 
on Thursday, Nov. 2, from 5:30-8:00 p.m. For further 
details, please click here.

For further information, please click here.

https://www.securityindustry.org/upcoming-events/sia-there/
https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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