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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In-country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs and land-based guarding and asset protection provision.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful weekly reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 350 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal states of Somalia and 
Yemen, as well as security issues facing the UK, London and the global security and risk picture.
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UK Security News

Reuters said on September 16th that planning for the funeral of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II would be the 
biggest security operation the Metropolitan Police have ever undertaken. Stuart Cundy, London’s Metropolitan 
Police Deputy Assistant Commissioner, said that the force had prepared for eventualities such as a terror threat 
or crushing within the crowds watching the proceedings. 

Large-scale disorder breaks out in 
Leicester
Large-scale disorder broke out in Leicester on 
Saturday 17th, with police and community leaders 
calling for calm. Officers tried to hold back crowds 
amid tensions involving mainly young men from 
sections of the Muslim and Hindu communities. 
Police said two arrests had been made, and that the 
trouble flared up after “an unplanned protest”. It 
is the latest of several incidents, including violence 
after an India and Pakistan cricket match on 28 
August, the BBC said on September 18th. On 
Monday 19th, police in east Leicester arrested a 
further 15 people to “deter further disorder”, the 
BBC said. 

Royal obsessives and claimants to the 
throne added to same list as terrorists
Metro reported on September 18th that the police 
and security services in the UK compiled lists of 
people fixated with the Royal family or who believe 
they were heirs to the throne in the run up to the 
funeral of HM Queen Elizabeth II. A threat matrix 
made up of individuals who might have engaged in 
civil disobedience and protest was also created. The 
official terror threat level was set at ‘substantial’, 
Metro said. Media outlets reported that 34 people 
had already been arrested in the run-up to the State 
funeral.

Armed robbery at Tesco Extra
A man who grabbed and threatened a Tesco Extra 
shop worker with a knife during a robbery at branch 
in Hythe has appeared in court. Shaun Andrew 
Havard was found after a ‘tracker’ hidden in a packet 
of cigarettes stolen from the shop led police to his 
car on July 10th, the prosecution said, according to 
the Southern Daily Echo.

Man charged over knife attack on police
BBC News said on September 18th that a 24-year-
old man has been charged in connection with the 
stabbing of two police officers in central London 

on Friday 16th. Mohammed Rahman is accused of 
attempted murder and causing grievous bodily harm 
with intent. One of the officers suffered what have 
been described as “life-changing” injuries to her arm 
in the attack near Leicester Square. Another officer 
suffered neck wounds but is expected to recover 
fully.

Woman bravely fought off car thief 
A woman in Liverpool has been praised for fighting 
off a car thief who tried to attack her with a pair of 
scissors, The Mirror said on September 17th. The 
woman was checking her tyres at a petrol station in 
Anfield, Liverpool, when the attacker grabbed her 
keys and tried to steal her car. As the owner tried to 
remove him, he attacked her using a pair of scissors, 
Liverpool Crown Court heard. 

Boys arrested after attempted armed 
robbery in Swindon
Two 16-year-old boys have been arrested following 
an attempted armed robbery in a town centre. 
Wiltshire Police said officers had been called 
after reports of a small group of young people 
approaching a man close to Clarence House, in 
Swindon, shortly after 15:00 BST on Friday. Officers 
said during an attempted robbery the man had 
allegedly been threatened with a suspected firearm. 
The group fled the scene and the victim was 
uninjured, BBC News said on September 17th.

Crawley Tesco Express closed after cash 
stolen in armed robbery
Sussex Live said on September 14th that a Tesco 
Express in Crawley closed on September 13th after 
an armed robbery on the premises. The report said 
that a man armed with a replica gun entered the 
store and stole a quantity of cash from a till. Police 
received a report at 5:14am and searched the area. A 
replica firearm was later recovered but the suspect 
had fled the scene. 

For further information, please click here.
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UK Security News

At least 67 people were arrested in London on Monday as part of the police operation for the Queen’s state 
funeral, the Met has said. More than 10,000 officers from every force in the UK were deployed in the capital for 
what was the biggest ever police operation in the country, BBC News said on September 20th.

Botched Crypto Mugging Lands Three 
U.K. Men in Jail
Cyber security website, Krebs on Security, reported 
on September 16th that a plot to force a computer 
hacker to turn over his virtual currencies has seen 
three people jailed. On September 6th, a resident 
in Spaling Common, Lincolnshire, reported seeing 
three men acting suspiciously in a garden. The men 
escaped in a car and were stopped by police nearby. 
Inside the car were an imitation firearm, taser, 
baseball bat and police uniform. Their target was a 
19-year-old hacker called ‘Driscoli’. Thomas Green, 
23, Rayhan Miah, 23, and Leonardo Sapiano, 24 
were all charged with possession of the weapons, 
and “with intent to cause loss to another to make 
an unwarranted demand of Crypto Currency from a 
person,” the police said.

Ex BBC DJ Alex Belfield jailed for five 
years for stalking Jeremy Vine and other 
stars
An ex-BBC DJ has been sentenced to more than 
five years in prison by a court in Nottingham for 
stalking fellow broadcasters, The Mirror reported 
on September 16th. Alex Belfield was found guilty 
of causing serious alarm or distress to two victims, 
including TV presenter Jeremy Vine, who described 
Belfield as the “Jimmy Savile of trolling”. 

Five arrested after £150k worth of bikes 
stolen from Exeter shop
Five men have been arrested following a burglary at 
a commercial premises in Exeter which saw £150,000 
worth of bicycles stolen. The burglary at The Bike 
Shed took place on September 5th. Five men from 
the West Midlands were arrested on suspicion of 
theft, Devon Live said on September 14th.

London News

Judge, police and court staff terrorised 
in three year harassment campaign
The Evening Standard reported on September 16th 
that High Court staff, a senior judge, police officer 
and legal staff were left in fear for their safety 
after a three-year campaign of harassment. Jonah 
Specter reportedly sent menacing emails and made 
phone calls to the victims, claiming he knew where 
they lived and that “justice is coming”. On one 
day, he made 121 calls to a Criminal Cases Review 
Commission investigator, a court heard. A court 
found him guilty of two counts of harassment among 
other charges.

Man charged over Queen coffin incident
A 28-year-old man has been charged with a public 
order offence after allegedly leaving the queue of 
mourners to approach the Queen’s coffin on Friday 
16th. Muhammad Khan, from Tower Hamlets in east 
London, will appear at Westminster Magistrates’ 
Court on Monday. The Metropolitan Police said he 
was charged under the Public Order Act. The live 
video feed of Westminster Hall cut away when the 
incident occurred at around 22:00 BST, BBC News 
said on September 18th.

Activists accused of breaching oil 
terminal injunction remanded in custody
21 activists accused of breaching an injunction 
limiting protests at the Kingsbury Oil Terminal have 
appeared at the Royal Courts of Justice in London, 
the Evening Standard reported on September 16th. 
The group has been remanded ahead of contempt of 
court proceedings.

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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Global Security News

Seven Sri Lankans, captured by Russian forces in May when they occupied the Ukrainian city of Izyum, have 
spoken of the torture and mistreatment they faced. They were beaten and used as forced labour during their 
four month captivity, BBC News said on September 20th.

Ukraine: Latest updates
CNN reported on September 18th that in his Sunday 
night address to Ukraine, President Zelensky said 
that any perceived slowing in Ukraine’s counter 
offensive progress was due to their preparing to 
liberate more cities. “Perhaps it seems to someone 
now that after a series of victories we have a certain 
lull. But this is not a lull,” Zelensky said. “This is 
preparation for the next sequence. For the next 
sequence of words that are very important to us all 
and that definitely must be heard.”
On the same day, Ukrainian forces took control of 
trhe Oskil river in northeast Kharkiv region, taking 
control of both sides of the bank which is seen as 
a front line. “The Armed Forces of Ukraine crossed 
the Oskil river. Since yesterday, Ukraine controls 
the left bank as well,” Ukraine’s Center for Strategic 
Communications announced on Telegram. Russia’s 
army has been almost completely pushed out of the 
Kharkiv region and a regional leader said the next 
target would be neighbouring Luhansk, BBC News 
said.
BBC News said on September 17th that exhumations 
were continuing at a mass grave found near Izyum, 
which was recently liberated by Ukrainian forces. 
Several hundred graves have been found, with 
victims showing signs of possible torture. US national 
security spokesman John Kirby said reports of the 
graves in Izyum were “horrifying” but “in keeping 
with the kind of depravity and the brutality with 
which Russian forces have been prosecuting this war 
against Ukraine,” the BBC said.

Paul Pogba: Juventus midfielder’s 
brother Mathias detained over alleged 
extortion plot
Mathias Pogba has been detained and placed under 
formal investigation over an alleged plot to extort 
money from his brother, French international Paul. 
Four other people have also been placed under 
formal investigation for extortion and criminal 
association, judicial sources told news agencies 
Reuters and Agence France-Presse, according to 

the BBC on September 18th. Mathias Pogba, 32, 
has admitted he was behind a video that appeared 
online last month promising “revelations” about the 
29-year-old Juventus midfielder.

Dusan Tadic breaks silence after fighting 
off armed gunmen in horrific robbery
The Mirror reported on September 17th that 
former Southampton football player, Dusan 
Tadic, was fortunate to escape injury after armed 
men attempted to rob him outside his house in 
Amsterdam. Tadic reportedly refused to surrender 
when the armed men stopped him as a left a local 
restaurant. His wife and young children were inside 
the restaurant at the time of the incident, and Tadic 
pulled off one of his attackers’ crash helmets during 
the robbery attempt. The news emerged as it was 
reported that Bayern Munich player, Thomas Muller, 
waas the subject of a burglary while his team was 
playing on Tuesday 13th. At least £500,000 worth of 
cash and valuables were stolen, The Mirror said.

Industry and SIA News
Security Industry Association announces 
new Apprenticeship Program for 
Integrators 
The Security Industry Association (SIA) 
has announced that it is developing a new 
apprenticeship program to help address the 
security industry’s workforce challenges, diversify 
the talent pipeline and foster career development 
opportunities within the industry. The initiative will 
launch in June 2023 as a one-year pilot program, for 
which SIA will develop the curriculum, and connect 
job seekers with security systems integrators for 
paid apprenticeships featuring on-the-job training, 
learning and preparation for careers in the industry. 
Please click here for more details.

For further information, please click here.
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