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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In-country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs and land-based guarding and asset protection provision.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful weekly reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 348 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal states of Somalia and 
Yemen, as well as security issues facing the UK, London and the global security and risk picture.
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UK Security News

The UK’s independent reviewer of terrorism legislation, Jonathan Hall QC, has warned that the UK’s anti-slavery 
laws could pose a threat to the country’s national security. Arab News reported on September 2nd that he had 
warned that the definition of slavery or victims of trafficking was no so broad that it could be misused by terror 
suspects. 

Olivia Pratt-Korbel: Further arrest over 
Liverpool shooting
A man has been arrested on suspicion of assisting an 
offender following the death of Olivia Pratt-Korbel, 
who was shot in her home. The nine-year-old was 
killed as her mother tried to stop a gunman entering 
their house in Liverpool on 22 August. Merseyside 
Police said a suspect had been stopped on the M42 
near Leamington Spa on Sunday evening and the 
vehicle had been seized. The 34-year-old driver, of 
Liverpool, has been taken into custody. A man, 34, 
also from Liverpool, was arrested on suspicion of 
murder and attempted murder in the early hours of 
Sunday 4th, BBC News said on September 5th.

London Assembly to debate anti-terror 
barriers on Thames bridges
The London Assembly will this week debate whether 
to create permanent ‘hostile vehicle mitigation’ 
measures on central London bridges in an effort to 
mitigate potential vehicle-based terrorist attacks, 
website London SE1 reported on September 4th. 
Transport for London estimated the cost of installing 
permanent barriers at around £35 million in 2020. 

British neo-Nazi used codewords to 
evade hate speech filters on YouTube
The Jerusalem Post reported on September 3rd that 
a UK-based neo-Nazi had been using codewords to 
avoid YouTube hate speech filters. James Owens, 
a sports journalist according to the paper, had over 
700 hours of content removed by YouTube after 
The Times revealed the information. According 
to the report, Owens used his sizeable YouTube 
following to recruit activists for the far-right Patriotic 
Alternative group.

Man from Bradford found guilty of 
terrorism offences
The Crown Prosecution Services said on September 
1st that an insurance clerk from Bradford who had 
been found guilty of nine terrorism offences had 
been sentenced to eight years in prison. Mohammad 

Owais Sabir, 26, was initially arrested in 2021 and 
later in February 2022, after police investigated 
his financial transactions. He was found guilty 
of entering funding arrangements, fundraising 
and possession of articles for terrorist purposes. 
Nick Price, Head of the CPS Special Crime and 
Counter Terrorism Division, said: “Sabir willingly 
provided financial support to a terrorist regime and 
continually expressed his support and desire to travel 
in the name of Daesh. There is no place for these 
extreme and dangerous views in our society, and 
after a thorough investigation, I am pleased that we 
were able to prove to the jury that Sabir was guilty of 
these terrorism offences.”

New IRA warns public ‘to keep distance 
from British Crown Forces as we may 
strike at any time’
The Belfast Telegraph reported on September 1st 
that the New IRA had warned the public in Derry 
that: “The Irish Republican Army would again like to 
reiterate to all members of the public to keep their 
distance from British Crown Forces and personnel 
as we may strike at any time.” The threat followed a 
report of gunfire at a republican bonfire in the city, 
which the PSNI is investigating. The New IRA said 
that they had fired AK47s at a police patrol.

Concerns Over UK Nuclear Security 
Inspections
Byline Times reported on August 31st that the UK 
nuclear regulator was using out-of-date security 
documents while conducting inspections on the UK’s 
civil nuclear sector, which raised concerns about 
oversight. The paper said that dozens of inspections 
have taken place in 2022 without the appropriate 
documentation on nuclear cyber security or physical 
security available to inspectors.

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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UK Security News

A teenager has been stabbed to death and another seriously wounded during a violent disturbance in east 
London. The Met Police was called to a fight “involving a large number of people” at Lichfield Road in Bow 
shortly after midnight, BBC News said on September 4th.

Bedfordshire Police refers itself to 
watchdog after man in 80s arrested
A police force has referred itself to a watchdog after 
a man in his 80s was arrested following a clash that 
left a police officer with a cut to her face. Police 
initially went to the wrong address after being called 
to Potton, Bedfordshire at 05:00 BST on Friday. 
The force said officers were approached by a man 
holding a “wooden implement” and an “altercation 
ensued” in which the officer was injured. The 
arrested man has been released under investigation, 
the BBC said on September 5th.

Tesco boss reveals they are boosting 
store security due to shoplifting fears
Tesco chairman, John Allan, has warned that large 
price increases in the UK could lead to a rise in 
shoplifting attempts by “desperate people” unable 
to afford food, the Daily Mail said on September 
4th, while noting that the cost of vegetables could 
double in the next year due to rising energy prices 
faced by producers. On Times Radio, he said: “I think 
shoplifting is a concern, and getting the police to 
take action and respond to cases... this is a concern 
right across the retail trade. I don’t sympathise with 
people who shoplift, but I can understand desperate 
people taking desperate measures - sometimes when 
they’ve literally got no money left.”

Asda security guard ‘punched’ while 
trying to stop ‘shoplifter’ with police 
launching CCTV appeal
A security guard working for the Asda chain of stores 
was attacked at a store in Worcester when he tried 
to stop a shoplifter, Birmingham Live reported on 
September 3rd. West Mercia Police have issued an 
appeal for witnesses after the female security guard 
was punched in the face and suffered facial and hand 
injuries the paper said. A spokesperson for West 
Mercia Police said: “We have issued an image of a 
woman we want to speak to in connection with an 
assault in Worcester as we think she might be able to 
help us with our enquiries.”

London News

Chiswick gym-goer has bank account 
emptied after locker raid
A woman has described how criminals raided her 
gym locker, stole her wallet and went on an £8,000 
shopping spree while she was exercising. Charlotte, 
from west London, who did not want her full name 
published, believes thieves accessed her card PIN via 
the phone app, but Santander said she must have 
disclosed it, BBC News said on September 5th. The 
bank has apologised to her and refunded her money. 
Charlotte went to exercise at a Virgin Active gym in 
Chiswick after work on 24 August when all of her 
belongings, including her bank cards and phone were 
stolen. Despite having padlocked her locker, she 
arrived back to find it empty. Two other gym-goers 
also had their lockers raided, she said. She believes 
criminals accessed the changing rooms due to a fault 
in the gym’s security barriers that day, which meant 
people without passes could enter.

Kensington shooting: Murder arrest after 
man shot on high street
The Evening Standard said on September 5th that 
a 29-year-old man had been arrested in connection 
with the shooting death of a man in Kensington High 
Street on September 4th. Local residents reported 
hearing multiple gunshots and a scream at the time 
of the incident. Police investigating the reports 
conducted a search and found an injured man 
nearby. Although the officers provided emergency 
first aid, the victim later died in hospital. Detectives 
from the Met’s Specialist Crime Command are 
investigating. 

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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Global Security News

Dozens of Islamist militants have drowned in a river while fleeing ground and aerial assaults in the north-
eastern Nigerian state of Borno, security sources say. The jihadists are reported to have abandoned their 
positions, rushing into a river swollen by heavy rain, BBC News said. At least 100 bodies were recovered.

Ukraine: Latest updates
US media reported on September 5th that Russia 
was being forced to resupply its forces with artillery 
shells and missiles purchased from North Korea. 
The move comes as sanctions force Russia to source 
weapons systems from ally countries, as technology 
becomes harder for them to obtain at home.
As Ukrainian forces continue their counter offensive 
to retake areas in Kherson, the Russian-backed rebels 
in the region say they have postponed a referendum 
on joining Russia due to deteriorating security in 
the region, BBC News reported on September 5th. 
Ukraine and its Western allies have denounced the 
referendum plans in Kherson and other areas as 
illegal.
Russia has shut down the Nord Stream 1 pipeline 
which is a key supply route into Europe, saying that 
it will remain closed until Western sanctions are 
lifted. Russia had previously blamed the closure on 
maintenance work.
In an intelligence update, the UK Ministry of Defence 
said that in the face of combat losses, it is likely 
that Russia is struggling to maintain stocks of UAVs, 
exacerbated by component shortages resulting 
from international sanctions. In recent years, Russian 
doctrine has given an increasingly prominent role 
for UAVs, particularly to spot targets for its artillery 
to strike. UAVs can be vulnerable to both kinetic 
effects – where they are directly shot down – and to 
electronic jamming.

Mozambicans posing as jihadists burn 
houses to steal
BBC News said on September 5th that five youths 
posing as jihadists set fire to 13 houses in a village 
in the jihadist-hit northern Mozambican province 
of Cabo Delgado. The young men pretended to be 
jihadists so as to steal from locals, the authorities 
said. Vicente Chicote, the provincial police 
commander said it was not the first time young 
people in the area had posed as jihadists with an 
intention to steal within the communities.

Al Shabaab Kills 21 in Hiran Province
Somali officials and residents say Al Shabaab 
militants shot and killed at least 21 travellers in 
the country’s central region of Hiran on Friday 
night, VOA said on September 3rd. Mahas District 
Commissioner Mumin Mohamed Halane said the 
killings occurred in the outskirts of Beledweyne, 
a town around 300 km north of Mogadishu. “The 
militants ambushed the travellers in nine vehicles, 
indiscriminately opened fire on them and killed 18 
civilians,” Halane told VOA Somali over the phone. 
Three more were killed when their vehicle was struck 
by the blast from a IED, he added.

Canadian Police: 1 Suspect in Stabbings 
Has Been Found Dead
Canadian police have found the body of one of two 
brothers wanted for a mass stabbing attack that left 
10 people dead and 18 injured in the province of 
Saskatchewan on Sunday 4th. An officer said Damien 
Sanderson, 31, had injuries that did not appear self-
inflicted - but gave no details, BBC News said.

Industry and SIA News
Identity & Biometrics Lunch With U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection
SIA’s Identity and Biometric Technology Advisory 
Board (IBTAB) offers another opportunity for 
security leaders to interact and engage with federal 
law enforcement personnel on the front lines 
of deploying biometric technologies to protect 
U.S. citizens. Attendees will enjoy lunch, premier 
networking and remarks from Benjamine “Carry” 
Huffman of U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
(CBP). For more details, please click here.

For further information, please click here.

https://www.securityindustry.org/upcoming-events/identity-and-biometrics-lunch-with-u-s-customs-and-border-protection/
https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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