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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In-country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs and land-based guarding and asset protection provision.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful weekly reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 347 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal states of Somalia and 
Yemen, as well as security issues facing the UK, London and the global security and risk picture.
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UK Security News

The Met Police reported on August 26th that a man had been convicted of posting propaganda related to ISIS/
Daesh following an investigation by the Force’s Counter Terrorism Command. Sabbir Miah, a resident of East 
London, was arrested in November 2021 and will be sentenced in October. In 2017, he was convicted on five 
counts of disseminating a terrorist publication and sentenced to three years, four months in prison. 

Police arrest 32 in organised crime 
crackdown
Police in Liverpool have made more than 30 arrests 
in 24 hours as they crack down on organised crime 
after the fatal shooting of Olivia Pratt-Korbel. 
Merseyside Police said it had made 32 arrests, carried 
out 66 stop and searches, executed 11 warrants and 
seized eight vehicles. It comes after nine-year-old 
Olivia was shot dead in her own home in Dovecot 
a week ago. A total of 202 people have now been 
arrested in the crackdown on gangs, the BBC said on 
August 30th.

Meghan Markle and Prince Harry may 
miss seeing Queen on next visit over 
security row
The ongoing legal row between Prince Harry, 
Meghan Markle and the UK government over his 
security arrangements when visiting the UK could 
mean the couple will not be able to visit the Queen 
during their planned visit on September 5th. 
According to the Mirror newspaper on August 29th, 
despite having a number of engagements planned, 
there is now little time to arrange security for a visit 
to see the Queen at Balmoral. 

Far-right activist faces extradition to 
Britain on terror charges
The Evening Standard reported on August 27th that 
a British man living in Spain is to be brought back to 
the UK to face terror charges that could lead to a 15-
year prison term. Kris Kearns ran a network of fitness 
groups on behalf of a the Patriotic Alternative group, 
according to The Times newspaper. Westminster 
Magistrates’ Court issued an international arrest 
warrant on two counts of dissemination of terrorist 
material in February this year.

Two People From Yorkshire Charged With 
Terrorism Offences 
Counter Terror Policing said on August 27th that 
two people from Yorkshire had appeared before 
Westminster Magistrates’ Court via video link that 

day, charged with offences under the Terrorism Act 
following an investigation into extreme right wing 
terrorism. Darren Reynolds and Christine Grayson 
face a number of charges and were arrested on 
August 22nd as part of an intelligence-led operation 
by Counter Terrorism Policing North East. 

Man charged with terrorism offences 
appears in court
The Met Police said on August 27th that a 19-year-
old from Austria had been charged with three 
counts of dissemination of a terrorist publication, 
contrary to Section 2 of the Terrorism Act (TACT) 
2006. Ibrahim Ahmad appeared at Westminster 
Magistrates’ Court on August 27th following an 
investigation by the Met’s Counter Terrorism 
Command and will appear at the Old Bailey on 
September 30th.

Detectives from the Police Service 
of Northern Ireland’s Terrorism 
Investigation Unit have charged two men
Statement from Assistant Chief Constable Crime 
Department, Mark McEwan on terrorism arrests.
“Yesterday the Police Service of Northern Ireland 
arrested four men under the Terrorism Act as part 
of Operation Arbacia.  This ongoing long term 
investigation continues to look at every aspect of the 
activities of the New IRA and involves a coordinated 
approach working in conjunction with our partners 
in MI5. These arrests are a continued demonstration 
of our commitment to use all tools at our disposal 
to reduce the threat posed by violent dissident 
republicans.”

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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UK Security News

BBC News said on August 30th that a man who assaulted two police officers after being arrested has been 
jailed. Jack McClusky, 35, punched an officer in the face after police detained him in Leamington Spa on 
suspicion of drunk and disorderly behaviour in May.

Ashley Dale: Murder suspect held over 
garden shooting bailed
A man who was arrested on suspicion of murder 
over the fatal shooting of a woman at her home has 
been bailed, police have said. Ashley Dale, 28, died 
after being shot in her garden in Old Swan, Liverpool, 
in the early hours of 21 August. Merseyside Police 
have said she was not the intended target of the 
attack The 25-year-old arrested man and a woman 
aged 21, who was held on suspicion of assisting an 
offender, have both been bailed, the force said. BBC 
News reported on August 30th that the force was 
continuing to appeal for witnesses.

Fifth man charged with murder after 
fatal Southampton stabbing
BBC News reported on August 30th that a fifth 
person been charged with murdering a 19-year-old 
man in Southampton. Dawid Such was found with 
stab injuries outside a house in Langhorn Road, 
Southampton, on 24 July and died later in hospital. 
Cleohertz Onyeasi, 21, of Ellingham View, Dartford, 
appeared before Winchester Crown Court on Friday 
and was remanded into custody.

Doctors warn of rise in nerve damage 
linked to nitrous oxide
Use of the recreational drug, nitrous oxide, could 
lead to significant nerve damage and even paralysis, 
The Guardian said on August 30th. Widely used by 
people visiting music festivals, nitrous oxide or ‘nos’, 
has become increasingly popular among young 
people. Dr Nikos Evangelou, an academic neurologist 
at the University of Nottingham, said on Twitter: 
“Terrifying to see paralysed young people from 
laughing gas canisters.” It is illegal to sell nitrous 
oxide for human consumption in the UK, but not 
illegal to be in possession of it, The Guardian noted. 
In a related story, The Mirror reported on the same 
day that a 16-year-old girl died at a house party after 
inhaling the drug. 

London News

Notting Hill Carnival: Rapper Takayo 
Nembhard stabbed to death
BBC News reported on August 30th that a 21-year-
old man who died after being stabbed at Notting 
Hill Carnival has been named as rapper Takayo 
Nembhard. Mr Nembhard, known as TKorStretch, 
was attacked in Ladbroke Grove at about 20:00 BST 
on Monday. Police had to pull him out of a huge 
crowd and provide emergency first aid. He later died 
in a west London hospital.

Eco-activists charged with criminal 
damage over Hay Wain National Gallery 
protest
The Evening Standard said on August 30th that two 
protesters who used glue to stick themselves to the 
frame of the famous Hay Wain painting by Constable 
at the National Gallery in London on July 4th have 
been charged with criminal damage. The two were 
acting as part of the Just Stop Oil campaign and 
glued their hands to the painting’s frame.

Man drowns in River Thames while being 
arrested by police
A 23-year-old man has drowned in the River Thames 
as he was being arrested by the police, The Mirror 
said on August 30th. Liam Allen was stopped by the 
police on Riverside Walk and was in the process of 
being arrested when he entered the river, the paper 
said. His body was recovered from the Thames two 
hours later, but despite efforts to resuscitate him, 
paramedics pronounced him dead. 

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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Global Security News

In an unusual case of Islamist terrorism in Switzerland, a woman is due to go in trial shortly over a brutal knife 
attack in a department store, during which she allegedly tried to slit the throats of two women shopping at the 
Manor Store in Lugano, The New Arab said on August 25th.

Ukraine: Latest updates
BBC News reported on August 30th that the 
Ukrainian military counter-offensive in Kherson 
has broken through Russia’s first lines of defence. 
Russia’s military claims that Ukrainian troops 
suffered “heavy losses” during an unsuccessful 
attacking attempt. The claims by both Ukraine 
and Russia have not been independently verified. 
Kherson became the first major Ukrainian city to fall 
into Russian hands after troops advanced into the 
city from the Crimean Peninsula in the opening days 
of the war, the BBC said. 
BBC News further reported that an inspection 
team from the UN nuclear watchdog is on its way 
to Ukraine’s embattled Zaporizhzhia nuclear power 
plant, the organisation’s head said. Rafael Grossi, 
director general of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) said the team was expected to arrive 
at the plant later this week. “We must protect the 
safety and security of Ukraine’s and Europe’s biggest 
nuclear facility,” he tweeted. The nuclear plant has 
been occupied by invading Russian troops since 
March. Images on Twitter have shown what appear 
to be holes in the plant’s roof, caused by suspected 
artillery impacts or other munitions.
The US administration has called on Russia to agree 
a demilitarised zone around the plant, but Russia has 
yet to respond.
Thousands of people fleeing fighting in Russian-
occupied areas of Southern Ukraine are arriving in a 
city near the nuclear plant, Al Jazeera reported on 
the 30th. 
Russian artillery fire has hit residential areas of 
Mykolaiv, in the south of Ukraine, Al Jazeera said. At 
least two people have been killed by shelling which 
destroyed numerous homes. 
In an update on August 28th, the UK Ministry of 
Defence reported that the Russian administration 
had issued a presidential decree to increase the size 
of the Russian armed forces by almost 140,000. The 
MoD said it was unclear how Russia would do this. 
Whether more volunteers would be recruited or via 
conscription.

Three Dutch commandos on anti-
terrorism training in Indiana are shot
The Daily Mail reported on August 27th that 
three Dutch soldiers, visiting the US for training in 
Indianapolis had been shot during an altercation. 
One man died as a result of his injuries while the 
two other soldiers are in hospital and are stable. 
The deceased soldier has been identified by 
police as Simmie Poetsema. A spokesman for the 
Royal Netherlands Army told the Indianapolis Star 
newspaper on Monday that his family were at his 
bedside when he succumbed to his injuries. The city’s 
law enforcement agencies are still investigating the 
shooting and have so far not made any arrests, BBC 
News added.

Industry and SIA News
SIA to Host Capitol Hill Symposium on 
Perimeter Security 
Join the Security Industry Association (SIA) for this 
free one-day symposium on perimeter security 
with a focus on preventing vehicular terrorism. This 
symposium is meant to gather policymakers, federal 
agency personnel, state and local government 
leaders, public safety personnel, project designers, 
architects and engineers, security industry solution 
and service providers and all other stakeholders in 
one room to examine how safety and security of 
facilities and public spaces can be enhanced – with 
a particular focus on protecting pedestrians and 
crowds. Please click here for more details.

For further information, please click here.

https://www.securityindustry.org/upcoming-events/capitol-hill-symposium-vehicular-terrorism/
https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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