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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In-country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs and land-based guarding and asset protection provision.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful weekly reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 346 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal states of Somalia and 
Yemen, as well as security issues facing the UK, London and the global security and risk picture.
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UK Security News

A number of schools in Lincolnshire are installing CCTV systems in order to catch parents who break strict drop 
off parking rules, Heart reported on August 17th. Lincolnshire County Council had received complaints and will 
now add cameras to a number of schools for a three to six month period, it was reported. 

UK police record 1m burglaries since 
2017 as experts warn cost of living crisis 
could lead to more break-ins
iNews reported on August 21st that data from 39 
police forces across the UK shows that there were 
over 1 million residential burglaries between April 
2017 and March 2022. The figures come as security 
experts have warned that the cost of living crisis in 
the UK could see a rise in burglaries. The Met Police 
in London recorded the most incidents, with 255,617 
reported, while Greater Manchester saw 92,007 
reports, the paper said.

Terrorist behind plan to blow up London 
Stock Exchange makes fresh bid for 
freedom
The Mirror reported on August 20th that 
Mohammed Shahjahan, who was sentenced to 17 
years in prison for his plan to blow up the London 
Stock Exchange, has made a fresh application for 
parole. He was released in 2020, under legislation 
which allows convicted terrorists to be freed halfway 
through their sentence only to be returned to jail 
after his monitoring tag showed he had slipped 
surveillance in order to visit his wife. He was 
reportedly the ringleader of a terror cell based in 
Stoke-on-Trent and was originally jailed in 2012.

Ricky Gervais hires extra security staff
Controversial comedian, Ricky Gervais, is said to 
have hired his own private security team following 
the incident in New York where Sir Salman Rushdie 
was stabbed, Metro reported on August 20th. The 
comedian has reportedly hired additional security 
as he performs shows in London where he is testing 
new material. A source told the paper: ‘Ricky isn’t 
taking any chances. He has employed his own 
security guards for the gigs so he can have a laugh 
and relax in the knowledge that he’s safe.’

Oxfordshire teenager at the Old Bailey 
for ‘terrorism’ charges
A teenager from Oxford who was due to appear 

at the Old Bailey in London to be sentenced after 
uploading ‘white supremacist’ videos to the internet 
has had his case postponed, Oxford Mail reported 
on August 19th. Oliver Riley, aged 18, pleaded guilty 
at Westminster Magistrate’s Court in July, faced five 
charges including possession of a ‘document likely to 
be useful to a person preparing an act of terrorism’, 
the paper said. DCS Oliver Wright, head of Counter 
Terrorism Policing South East, said at the time of 
the trial: “Some of the harmful content Riley had 
promotes the separation of races by violent means, 
along with some particularly hateful content being 
directed at the LGBTQ+ community.”

Man caught with explosives jailed again 
after breaching court requirements
The Evening Standard said on August 19th that 
Anwar Driouich, who was sent to prison in 2020 
after being convicted of possessing an explosive 
substance, had again been jailed. Driouich, who 
admitted having 10kg of ammonium nitrate and 
a number of ‘terror manuals’, was sentenced at 
Manchester Crown Court on August 18th for 18 
months for concealing an alias and financial accounts 
from police, Counter Terrorism Policing said. 

Boy appears at Old Bailey over Isle of 
Wight Festival terrorism charge
Isle of Wight County Press reported on August 18th 
that a 15-year-old from the island is to go on trial at 
the Old Bailey on charges of preparation of terrorist 
acts under Section 5 of the Terrorism Act 2006. He 
had allegedly been researching the Isle of Wight 
Festival as a possible target, the paper said. The 
15-year-old is alleged to have looked at weapons, 
vehicles and a stab vest. The paper said that he had 
written a ‘martyrdom note’ to his parents and was 
arrested by Counter Terror Police on July 11th. He 
had reportedly developed an interest in extreme 
Islamic beliefs. 

For further information, please click here.
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UK Security News

A regular emergency planning exercise to help the UK prepare for the possibility of a shortage of gas supplies 
has been doubled in size. Potential scenarios - including rationing electricity - will be wargamed over four days, 
rather than the usual two, as energy concerns grow, the BBC said on August 23rd.

Liverpool shooting: Girl, 9, shot dead and 
two injured
A nine-year-old girl has died after being shot in 
Liverpool, the BBC said on August 23rd. An unknown 
man was reported to have fired a gun inside a house 
in the Knotty Ash area at 22:00 BST on Monday. 
The girl was shot in the chest and died in hospital, a 
man also suffered gunshot wounds to his body and 
a woman was shot in the hand. Merseyside Police 
has put a huge cordon in place as officers hunt the 
gunman. Assistant chief constable Jenny Sims said 
the shooting was “truly shocking”.

Two arrested after Tyson Fury’s cousin 
knifed to death
The Independent reported on August 22nd that 
two men had been arrested in connection with a 
double stabbing in Trafford. Rico Burton, the cousin 
of heavyweight boxing champion, Tyson Fury, died 
from his injuries and police have launched a murder 
investigation. A 21-year-old man has been arrested 
on suspicion of wounding with intent and a 20-year-
old has been detained on suspicion of wounding with 
intent and murder. The incident took place outside a 
bar in Altrincham at around 3am.

The wing mirror mistake that could turn 
your car into target for thieves
UK police and motoring organisation, the AA, have 
warned car owners that leaving mirrors unfolded 
on recent car models could signal to thieves that 
the vehicle is not locked and secured, Manchester 
Evening News said on August 22nd. The information 
came from convicted car criminals as part of a 
university research project. Jack Cousens, the head 
of roads policy at the AA, said: “Looking out for 
modern cars without their wing mirrors folded in 
is quite a cheeky trick for thieves. Sometimes the 
simplest thing is the biggest giveaway and, while 
wing mirrors will just blend into the background for 
passers-by and car owners, open mirrors must stand 
out like a sore thumb to the miscreants.”

London News

Video shows moped thugs smash 
supercar window in London’s Mayfair
The Evening Standard reported on August 22nd that 
thieves are again using mopeds to target the drivers 
of luxury vehicles and rob them. Video footage 
used by the paper shows the latest incident on the 
afternoon of Sunday 21st, where a man dressed as 
a Deliveroo rider pulls alongside a Bugatti Chiron 
in traffic and uses a hammer to smash the driver’s 
window in an effort to rob its owner of his luxury 
watch. Reports suggested a second man and said 
that the attackers were armed with hammers and 
machetes. The Standard further reports that a man 
in his 40s was attacked in Curzon Street, Mayfair later 
that day and his watch was stolen. 

Seven arrests in Brixton after four men 
stabbed during brawl
Seven people have been arrested on suspicion of 
attempted murder after four men were stabbed 
during a brawl in south London. The Met and 
paramedics were called to reports of a group of men 
fighting in Josephine Avenue, Brixton, at 18:19 BST 
on Saturday. Police said they arrested the four men 
with stab wounds, as well as three other men who 
were stopped nearby, BBC News said on August 
22nd.

Three men charged following series of 
robberies in London
Police have charged three men in connection with 
a series of 17 burglaries in London, the Standard 
said on August 22nd. In a number of the incidents, 
the criminals used stolen cars to ram commercial 
premisses, often stealing ATM cash dispensers and 
cash boxes before escaping. The incidents took 
place between November 2021 and August 2022, 
including a ram raid on an Esso Tesco Express shop. 

For further information, please click here.
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Global Security News

Pakistan’s police have charged the country’s former Prime Minister, Imran Khan, under anti-terror laws. Since 
being ousted from power in April, Mr Khan has been a vocal critic of the government and the country’s army, 
BBC News said on August 22nd.

Ukraine: Latest updates
BBC News reported on August 23rd that there were 
concerns of a significant Russian attack against 
Ukraine in the run up to the country’s Independence 
Day on August 24th. The US has warned of renewed 
threats to the country’s civilian infrastructure, 
and the Ukraine government has banned public 
gatherings as a security measure. Social media 
reported on August 23rd that the Polish President 
had arrived in Kyiv to meet with Ukrainian ministers, 
despite the potential threat of a Russian missile 
attack on the city. One security analyst in Kyiv itself 
reported that many security guards were now 
wearing body armour in preparation for an attack. 
On August 22nd, Russia accused Ukraine of being 
behind a car bombing which killed the daughter of 
Putin ally and ultra-nationalist, Alexander Dugin. It 
is believed that he was the target of the attack, but 
he switched vehicles with his daughter. The car she 
was driving later exploded near Moscow. Ukraine has 
denied any involvement in the incident.
Russian forces are thought to be behind an attack 
on a boiler plant in Mariupol, The Guardian reported 
on August 23rd, while concerns over the safety and 
security of the Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant continue; 
Russia has requested a UN Security Council meeting 
on Tuesday 23rd to discuss the plant, according to 
The Guardian. 
It was also reported by the paper that Ukrainian 
forces had struck the only bridge across the Dnieper 
River in Russian-occupied Kherson, injuring 15 
people. The attack was reportedly conducted using 
US-sourced Himars precision rockets. 
On August 17th, Republic reported that concerns 
are growing in Moscow over the continuing covert 
attacks against Russian military installations in 
Crimea. The UK Ministry of Defence has said that 
Russian commanders will be concerned over the 
apparent deterioration of security in the region.

Somali forces end hotel siege, heavy 
casualties reported
Somali federal police said Sunday that security 
forces had ended the Mogadishu hotel siege by the 
al Qaeda-affiliated militant group Al Shabaab after 
nearly 30 hours of operations. Officials say more 
than 20 people were killed in the attack, Voice of 
America reported on August 21st.

Elshafee El Sheikh: Ex-Briton ‘Isis Beatle’ 
sentenced to life in prison
An Islamic State group militant from the UK has 
been sentenced to life in prison by a US court for his 
involvement with a terror cell. El Shafee Elsheikh, 
34, was convicted in April of hostage-taking, 
conspiracy to murder US citizens and supporting a 
terrorist organisation. Addressing the Sudanese-
born Londoner, the judge called his actions “horrific, 
barbaric, brutal and criminal”. Elsheikh was the 
highest profile IS fighter to stand trial in the US, the 
BBC said on August 20th.

Industry and SIA News
The Most Impressive Gathering in the 
Security Industry
Securing New Ground (SNG) is consistently described 
as the event with the best idea sharing and 
networking in the security industry, and the earlier 
you register, the more you save! Founded more than 
20 years ago, Securing New Ground has become 
the “TED of security.” Today, SNG is the premier 
security business conference, focused on strategists, 
technologists, and executive leadership – the people 
and companies which are defining the future of 
security. The event takes place on October 18th-
19th. Please click here for more details.

For further information, please click here.

https://sng.securityindustry.org/registration/
https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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