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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In-country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs and land-based guarding and asset protection provision.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful weekly reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 345 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal states of Somalia and 
Yemen, as well as security issues facing the UK, London and the global security and risk picture.
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UK Security News

Five men, including three from Britain, have denied being mercenaries fighting with Ukrainian forces against 
Russia, in a Russian proxy court. John Harding, Dylan Healy and Andrew Hill appeared in court in the so-called 
Donetsk People’s Republic. Mr Harding, along with Swede Mathias Gustafsson and Croatian Vjekoslav Prebeg, 
could face death sentences, Russian media report, the BBC said on August 16th.

BSIA plan to launch huge drive to recruit 
new security officers for UK
Website Prolific North reported on August 15th that 
the British Security Industry Association (BSIA) has 
hired a new PR firm to boost its efforts to recruit 
as many as 62,000 new security officers for the UK. 
Currently, BSIA is consulting its members over plans 
to launch the industry’s largest-ever recruitment 
drive. Research suggests that the professional 
security industry in the UK needs as many as 70% 
more personnel to meet demand in the next 12 
months. 

Rochdale-born al Qaeda boss who led 
three-man terror cell planning to commit 
mass murder denied parole
The first person in the UK to be convicted of 
directing terrorism, Rangzieb Ahmed, has been 
denied parole. Ahmed was sent to prison for a 
minimum of 10 years in 2008 for planning a terror 
attack and is affiliated with al Qaeda, the Manchester 
Evening News reported on August 12th. In its 
decision, the Parole Board noted that while he had 
engaged with a programme to address extremist 
offending, concerns remained about his attitudes 
and beliefs while in custody.

Prince Harry and Meghan Markle security 
threats ‘intercepted’ during UK Jubilee 
visit
The Express newspaper reported on August 12th 
that a number of credible threats were made against 
Prince Harry and Meghan Markle during their trip 
to the UK to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 
The claim was made by Omid Scobie, an unofficial 
biographer of the couple, while discussing their legal 
fight to pay for police protection during their visit. 
Scobie told Yahoo News that the couple received an 
“astonishingly high number of threats” while they 
were ‘working’ Royals and said that the situation now 
was little different.  

Alleged fourth IS ‘Beatle’ arrested in UK 
on terror charges
A man accused of being part of a notorious Islamic 
State group cell which murdered hostages, has been 
arrested on terror charges in the UK. Aine Davis, of 
west London, flew into Luton airport after his release 
from a Turkish jail where he was serving a seven-
and-a-half-year sentence for membership of the 
terror group, BBC News said on August 11th. He was 
arrested in relation to offences under the Terrorism 
Act, 2000, including fundraising and possession of 
articles for terrorist purposes. 

UK airport security workers plan to 
strike at end of the summer holidays
The Daily Mirror reported on August 11th that 
security staff at Leeds Bradford Airport plan to 
strike later this month, which could cause significant 
disruption for travellers. Members of the GMB Union 
will walk out at the end of August unless their pay 
demands are met, the paper said. Leeds Bradford is 
a popular airport serviced by Ryanair and Jet2, which 
fly to Spain and Ireland.

UK intelligence services warned against 
aid cuts, says former FCDO official
Devex reported on August 11th that a former official 
at the UK’s Foreign, Commonwealth & Development 
Office (FCDO) had told the media that UK 
intelligence services had warned against cuts made 
to UK aid to foreign countries in 2021. They told the 
FCDO that cuts to certain aid budgets would put UK 
national security at risk. The Conflict, Stability and 
Security Fund, was one of those which intelligence 
services were concerned about. The body works to 
reduce and resolve conflicts globally, and lost around 
£349 million in the cuts. 

For further information, please click here.
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UK Security News

Conservative peer, Lord Kirkhope, has voiced concern over UK plans to diverge from European data laws, 
warning that such a move could pose a risk to national security. He said that this could lead to the UK no longer 
being seen as a ‘trusted partner’ in data and security, Public Technology reported on August 15th.

County Lines: Cost of living crisis used by 
gangs to lure new recruits
County lines is the name given to drug-dealing 
networks connecting urban and rural areas, using 
phone lines, across the UK. Former gang members 
and those trying to support them claim the rising 
cost of living is being used by organised criminals to 
exploit those struggling to make ends meet, BBC 
News reported on August 16th. One former gang 
member told the BBC that with the cost of living 
rising and more and more households worrying 
about how to pay for the most basic items, the gangs 
offer cash and high value items that lure young 
people in.

Cost of York anti-terror bollards rises to 
£3.5m
The cost of installing permanent anti-terror bollards 
in York has risen to £3.5m since the plans were first 
agreed in 2018. Sliding and fixed barriers to prevent 
“hostile vehicle attacks” are to be fitted in the city’s 
pedestrian area. An extra £1.75m is needed for 
the scheme. Councillors blamed inflation and the 
increased price of steel and concrete for the rise. 
Police said it was “an unacceptable risk” not to put 
measures in place, BBC News said on August 13th. 
North Yorkshire Police and Counter Terrorism Police 
have told the council the measures are necessary.

Warning over possible increase in thefts 
of diesel fuel
Following a change in UK law in April, so-called 
‘red diesel’ is now only available to certain industry 
sectors, such as agriculture and rail. There are 
growing concerns that this could lead to an increase 
in thefts of diesel by organised gangs seeking to 
take advantage of the situation, as diesel lacking 
the red dye will be much harder to trace, Surrey Live 
reported on August 10th. The warning should be 
taken note of by both motorists and those in the 
construction sector who may store diesel on-site in 
tanks. 

London News

Man stabbed to death near London’s 
Oxford Street
A man has been stabbed to death on a side road near 
London’s Oxford Street. Emergency services were 
called to Poland Street in Soho at about 11:40 BST. 
The victim, who has yet to be identified, was found 
with stab wounds. He was pronounced dead at the 
scene at 12:20. A Metropolitan Police spokesman 
confirmed a man has been arrested in connection 
with the incident, the BBC said on August 15th. 

Londoner urges public to be vigilant 
after knife-wielding thieves steal watch 
in Hampstead
The Evening Standard has warned Londoners to be 
more wary of their surroundings following a series 
of reported armed robberies where members of 
the public had luxury watches stolen. Reporting 
on the 2019 spree led by Junior Britto, who was 
jailed for eight years in April this year, the paper 
quoted Detective Owain Richards, who said: “We 
are currently running a targeted operation in key 
areas to tackle these robberies head on, but we 
are also reminding people to remain aware of their 
surroundings and where possible, keep valuables out 
of sight.”

Scotland Yard drop 54,000 burglary 
probes after less than 24 hours
According to a report in the Evening Standard on 
August 13th, the Met Police dropped investigations 
into nearly 54,000 burglary cases on the same 
day they were reported. From 2019 to 2021, over 
360,000 crime calls were “screened out” by the force 
within 24 hours, meaning that only basic enquiries 
were made rather than a full investigation.

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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Global Security News

Eight people have been wounded after a Palestinian gunman opened fire at two locations in Jerusalem, officials 
say. The assailant targeted a bus carrying Jewish worshippers who had just prayed at the Western Wall as well 
as people in a car park near the holy site, the BBC reported on August 16th.

Ukraine: Latest updates
BBC News reported on August 16th that a base in 
Russian-occupied Crimea has been hit by a series of 
explosions, reportedly leaving at least two people 
hurt. Russian officials said a fire triggered the blasts 
at an arms dump in the Dzhankoi area in northern 
Crimea. A fire was also visible at an electricity 
substation. Although the cause of the explosions 
is unclear, it follows an attack by Ukrainian forces 
at a Russian air base in Crimea last week, which 
reportedly destroyed eight aircraft and caused 
significant damage to the base. 
BBC News said on August 13th that the air base 
attack had “significantly degraded” its navy’s Black 
Sea fleet, the UK Ministry of Defence (MoD) says. The 
Saky base in the west of Russian-ruled Crimea was 
rocked by a string of blasts on Tuesday, killing one 
person.
The blasts led to the loss of eight Russian combat 
jets, the MoD said in its daily intelligence update.
On August 15th, The Guardian reported that 
Ukrainian forces had identified facilities being 
used by the Russian Wagner mercenary group 
and attacked it in a precision strike. The base 
was in Melitopol and was located after a Russian 
journalist inadvertently provided locational data in a 
photograph posted on social media. 
Al Jazeera reported on August 16th that the Russian-
installed official in the Ukrainian city of Enerhodar, 
Vladimir Rogov, has said that around 25 artillery 
strikes have landed near the Zaporizhzhia nuclear 
plant and surrounding residential areas. He blamed 
Ukraine for the attacks. Russia has said that it would 
do “everything necessary” to allow personnel from 
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to 
visit the nuclear plant, but cautioned that a mission 
via Kyiv would be too dangerous, Al Jazeera said.

Salman Rushdie: Iran blames writer and 
supporters for stabbing
Iran has “categorically” denied any link with Salman 
Rushdie’s attacker - instead blaming the writer 
himself. Mr Rushdie, 75, was left severely injured 

after being stabbed on stage at an event in New York 
state. He is now able to breathe unaided. He has 
faced years of death threats for his 1988 novel The 
Satanic Verses. Earlier, US Secretary of State Anthony 
Blinken accused Iran’s state media of gloating about 
the attack, calling its behaviour “despicable”. Iranian 
media have extensively commented on the attack, 
calling it “divine retribution”, BBC News reported on 
August 16th.

Man found dead surrounded by biohazard 
canisters and ‘weapons of mass 
destruction books’
The Mirror newspaper reported on August 12th 
that police in New York made a welfare visit on an 
elderly man in Brooklyn and found the remains of a 
75-year-old man, surrounded by biohazard cannisters 
and “blueprints for weapons of mass destruction”. 
Although initial tests came back negative, some 
sealed jars had been taken for further investigation, 
the paper said.

Industry and SIA News
Sign Up for Next Week’s Security 
Industry Cybersecurity Certification 
(SICC)!
Want to earn the Security Industry Cybersecurity 
Certification (SICC), the industry’s only credential 
focused specifically on cybersecurity for physical 
security systems?
Start preparing and build your test-day confidence by 
enrolling in the upcoming SICC Review Course, taking 
place virtually Aug. 22nd-25th. This 12-hour review 
course will help prepare you for the certification 
exam using proven instructional design techniques 
and interactive learning tools covering key concepts 
and skills that directly correspond with the 10 
knowledge domains outlined on the SICC exam 
blueprint. Click here for more details.

For further information, please click here.

https://www.securityindustry.org/professional-development/security-industry-cybersecurity-certification-sicc/sicc-review-course/
https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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