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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In-country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs and land-based guarding and asset protection provision.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful weekly reports and more —
including real time security updates.
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Issue 344 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal states of Somalia and 
Yemen, as well as security issues facing the UK, London and the global security and risk picture.
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UK Security News

BBC News Wales said on August 6th that firefighters were tackling a barn fire after 300 bales of hay caught 
alight. Four fire engines are at the scene of the blaze in Llanrhydd, in Ruthin, Denbighshire, which was reported 
at about 17:50 BST on Thursday 4th. This is the third large barn fire reported in Wales since Sunday.

Terrorist kept in prison because plan to 
deport him causes ‘risk to public’
The Independent reported on August 9th that plans 
to deport a terrorist to Pakistan have been placed on 
hold after the Parole Board found that government 
plans to deport him could jeopardise lives overseas. 
Jawad Akbar was originally jailed over plans to bomb 
targets in the UK including the Bluewater shopping 
centre in Kent and the Ministry of Sound nightclub in 
London. It was thought that he would be deported 
to Italy.

Queen’s crossbow intruder charged
A man who gained entry to Windsor Castle on 
Christmas Day 2021 has been charged with a treason 
offence and making threats to kill Her Majesty the 
Queen, Complex reported on August 5th. Jaswant 
Singh Chail was stopped “within moments” of 
entering the grounds although he did not gain access 
to any buildings, the Met Police said. The Queen 
was at the castle with her family at the time of the 
incident. Chail was armed with a crossbow at the 
time of his arrest. 

Engineering firm is fined after boy was 
killed on ‘death trap’ building site
The Daily Mail reported on August 4th that Howard 
Civil Engineering had been fined £600,000 after 
a seven-year-old boy was killed while playing on a 
building site which the paper called a ‘death trap’ and 
‘magnet’ for children. The company admitted two 
health and safety breaches after the child was found 
dead, wedged inside a plastic pipe at the site in 
Barnsley. Fencing around the area was described as 
“wholly inadequate” by the judge at Sheffield Crown 
Court. Judge Jeremy Richardson QC said: “The site 
was obviously a death trap in so many respects, most 
building sites are. That is why it is necessary to keep 
people out of such places.” 

UK policing and border control infiltrated 
by war mentality, says report
The Guardian said that a report by the Campaign 

Against Arms Trade (CAAT) on August 4th had 
warned that policing, border control and surveillance 
in the UK had become increasingly ‘militarised’ and 
subject to a ‘war mentality’. It described the move 
as “deeply troubling”. The report says that the 
line between the police and military is becoming 
increasingly blurred in key areas such as counter-
terrorism, anti-protest policing and border control, 
the paper reported. 

Security foil ‘violent attack’ from 
protesters at Staffordshire drone factory
A security team at UAV Engines in Shenstone, 
Lichfield stopped protesters from staging a 
“violent attack” on its premises on August 4th, the 
Birmingham Mail reported. Five people armed with 
what the paper described as “wrecking equipment” 
tried to gain access to the site at 7am. A company 
spokesperson told the media: An attempted 
violent attack against UAV Engines was foiled this 
morning by our security team, working with the 
police. A group armed with wrecking equipment 
were prevented from gaining access or causing any 
damage. The safety of our staff is our top priority 
and thanks to our security, the site remains fully 
operational. “Elbit Systems UK proudly provides vital 
equipment for the British military and it is highly 
irresponsible to attempt to illegally disrupt this work 
and endanger employees’ safety.”

Two badly injured in ‘distressing’ 
cemetery incident
Two people have been left seriously injured and 
three arrested following a “distressing” incident in 
a cemetery. Armed officers and a police helicopter 
were called to Morriston cemetery, Swansea, at 
about 15:00 BST on Friday. Two people were taken 
to hospital following the incident which involved a 
“large group of individuals”, South Wales Police said, 
BBC News reported on August 6th.

For further information, please click here.
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UK Security News

A 100m (330ft) long military helicopter has been drawn on a Devon beach to highlight the dangers of armed 
forces sites that are shared with the public, BBC News said on August 5th. The Ministry of Defence (MoD) said it 
was urging holidaymakers and locals to check firing and training times on any of its UK sites they can access.

Liverpool MP terror threat foiled by 
Community Security Trust analysts
The Community Security Trust has foiled a potential 
terrorist attack on Labour MP, Ian Byrne, the Jewish 
Chronicle said on August 3rd. The Liverpool West 
Derby MP told the paper that a far-right extremist 
who had posted “vile” threats against Jews online 
had also said that Sir David Amess would not 
be the last MP to be murdered. Byrne said in a 
statement that he believed the individual was later 
photographed outside his office in Derby. Analysts 
from the Community Security Trust later identified 
a UK-based extremist and a police investigation has 
now been launched. 

One of UK’s most dangerous terrorists is 
granted parole hearing
The Daily Mail said on August 3rd that Nazam 
Hussain, one of the UK’s most dangerous terrorists, 
has been granted a parole hearing. Hussain was 
jailed for plotting an attack on the London Stock 
Exchange in 2012. The Mail reported that the appeal 
was adjourned on July 19th to allow more time for 
reports by MI5 and police counter-terror officers. 

UK children being ensnared by ‘far-right 
ecosystem’ online
An investigation by The Guardian newspaper has 
found that a “far-right ecosystem” online is targeting 
children in order to radicalise them. Experts have 
warned the paper that the ages of those being 
impacted is getting younger, with school children 
increasingly becoming influenced. Unsupervised 
access to the internet during Covid lockdowns had 
resulted in children being exposed to more and 
more far-right groups online in recent years. “We are 
detecting cases of very young people ending up on 
the very far end of the extremist spectrum where 
they have planned or have even carried out attacks,” 
warned Julia Ebner, a senior fellow of the Institute 
for Strategic Dialogue (ISD) told The Guardian.

London News

Greenwich shooting: Man airlifted to 
hospital after armed police incident
A man has been taken to hospital after being shot 
by police in south-east London. Firearms officers 
responded to multiple 999 reports of a man with a 
firearm in Creek Road, Greenwich, at about 14:30 
BST on August 6th, BBC News said. The man’s injuries 
are not life threatening, police said. An eyewitness 
described seeing a man with an item that “looked like 
a semi-automatic 9mm or Glock-style gun”.

Police hunt three men after man stabbed 
in act of ‘extreme violence’ in Borough
The Evening Standard reported on August 5th that 
Met Police had released images of three men they 
were interested in speaking with after a man was 
stabbed in what they described as an act of “extreme 
violence” outside a nightclub in Borough. The 
incident took place in September 2021, and Police 
describe the victim as being lucky to not suffer fatal 
injuries despite being stabbed multiple times.  

Police hunt for Audi-driving gang of 
watch thieves in London
Police in London are hunting a gang of thieves who 
allegedly use a silver Audi around the city and may be 
responsible for 12 luxury watch thefts, the Evening 
Standard said on August 3rd. Eleven men and one 
woman have so far been robbed in violent incidents, 
where they are struck by an object before their 
watches are stolen, the Met Police said. “Detectives 
believe that the offences are being committed by 
two to three people, and that they are using a silver 
coloured Audi Q2 as their mode of transport.”

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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Global Security News

Suspected people smugglers are using TikTok to advertise illegal entry into the UK via the English Channel. The 
BBC has found a number of people claiming they can guarantee safe passage and calm waters for £5,000, they 
reported on August 9th.

Ukraine: Latest updates
Al Jazeera reported on August 9th that air defences 
around the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant are to 
be improved after several days of reports of shelling. 
Yevgeny Balitsky, head of the Russian-backed 
administration in Ukraine’s southern Zaporizhzhia 
said that the power station was working normally 
and that damaged power lines had been repaired. 
Both Russia and Ukraine have blamed one another 
for the attacks on the power plant. Meanwhile, 
BBC News said on August 9th that Russian forces 
occupying the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant have 
turned the site into a military base to launch attacks 
against Ukrainian positions, the head of Ukraine’s 
nuclear power company said.
Petro Kotin told the BBC the threat to the plant was 
“great”, but that it remained safe.
Al Jazeera further reported that Ukrainian resistance 
in Russian occupied areas of southeastern Ukraine 
were increasing, with rebel forces loyal to Kyiv 
destroying infrastructure such as bridges and 
assassinating pro-Moscow officials. “Our goal is to 
make life unbearable for the Russian occupiers and 
use any means to derail their plans,” one organiser in 
southern Kherson told Al Jazeera.
The Royal United Services Institute (Rusi) has said 
that Russia’s military efforts would be further 
degraded if the West were to tighten export 
controls, BBC News said on August 8th. Researchers 
for Rusi, a UK think tank, spent months in Ukraine, 
examining 27 of Russia’s most modern military 
systems, either captured, brought down or 
abandoned by Russian troops. They discovered at 
least 450 different kinds of unique, foreign-made 
components, most built in the US but also in other 
Western countries.
The Guardian said on August 9th that Ukraine had 
arrested two people working for Russian intelligence 
services who were reportedly planning to kill the 
Ukrainian defence minister and head of Ukraine’s 
military intelligence agency. 

Little-known airport rule could see 
electronic devices confiscated if they 
aren’t charged
The Daily Record  warned on August 8th that holiday 
makers could see their electronic devices confiscated 
by airport security teams if they are not charged. 
Devices must be checked by security personnel 
prior to boarding but, if the device is not charged, 
security checks can’t take place. As a result, the item 
may be confiscated. Although more commonplace 
in the USA, UK air carriers like BA are now warning 
travellers to ensure that devices are charged enough 
to be inspected by airport security teams. 

Urgent Spain travel warning for UK 
tourists after ‘injections’ and robberies
UK holidaymakers visiting Spain were warned on 
August 4th to be on their guard in nightclubs after 
Spanish police reported several instances of tourists 
being injected with an unknown substance, Glasgow 
Live said. Several incidents have been reported in 
Majorca and Ibiza, they said. 

Industry and SIA News
SIAThere! Dallas event coming up
Join us on Thursday, August 25, from 5:30-7:30 
p.m. CDT for SIAThere! Dallas at the Rangers 
Ballpark in Arlington, Texas! As an industry-wide 
FREE networking event, SIAThere! brings a mix of 
the security industry: manufacturers and solution 
providers, integrators, installing companies, 
consultants and IT and physical security managers. 
Connect, network and engage with other industry 
professionals Aug. 25 in Dallas – register today! 
Please click here for details.

For further information, please click here.

https://mysia.securityindustry.org/Meetings/Meeting.aspx?ID=17027
https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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