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The Security and Risk Report Series focuses on

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In-country reporting on key countries where civil conflicts are directly impacting on maritime operations; and
• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, piracy and other related criminal activity. 

MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is 
entrenched and committed in continuing to support and promote the awareness of the very real risks that 
seafarers and other stakeholders face. 

This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence specialises 
in providing clients with a suite of products and services, including; political and economic risk analysis, detailed 
port and vessel security briefs, vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk management. 

Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts, MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service pertaining 
to all maritime affairs and land-based guarding and asset protection provision.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter to keep abreast with these insightful weekly reports and more —
including real time security updates.

Issue 342

Content

MAST UK +44 (0) 1279 216 726   operations@mast-security.co.uk    mast-security.com

24/7 Emergency Telephone: +44 (0) 1202 045 833 (Maritime)

Issue 342 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the conflict-affected coastal states of Somalia and 
Yemen, as well as security issues facing the UK, London and the global security and risk picture.
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Somalia & Yemen

Dozens of jihadists have been killed during an operation conducted at the insurgents’ main base in Macomia, 
in northern Cabo Delgado province, BBC News said on July 25th. The Mozambican army also seized computer 
materials and communication radios from Catupa base, which was considered a strategic area for the militants.

USAID Chief Visits Mogadishu, Meets 
With Somalia’s President
Voice of America reported on July 25th that 
Samantha Power, administrator of the U.S. 
development agency USAID, announced new aid 
to tackle Somalia’s humanitarian crisis Sunday after 
meeting with Somalia’s President Hassan Sheikh 
Mahmud. After the meeting, Power announced that 
USAID will contribute $476 million to help Somalia 
fight the prolonged drought that has devastated 
many parts of the Horn of Africa country.

Hiraan Governor: Hundreds of Al 
Shabaab fighters crossed into Ethiopian
Ali Jeyte Osman, Governor of Somalia’s Hiraan region 
has told the BBC’s Somalia Service on July 24th that 
‘hundreds’ of Al Shabaab terrorists have crossed the 
border between Hiraan and moved into Ethiopian 
Somali territory. Local residents reported that at 
least 200 fighters had moved across the border. 
The news comes as reports suggested that as many 
as 400 other fighters from the terror group using 
military vehicles crossed the Ethiopian border at 
Bakool. 
 
Al Shabaab kill 17 in rare attack near 
Ethiopia border
Militants belonging to the Al Shabaab terror group 
made a rare attack on two villages near the  Somali 
border with Ethiopia, the New Arab reported on 
July 21st. The attacks left 17 people dead, including 
three civilians and Ethiopian police officers, the 
an Ethiopian security commander said. He added 
that 63 Al Shabaab terrorists were killed during the 
incidents. 

Somaliland Announces Ban On BBC
The breakaway region of Somaliland has announced 
a ban on broadcasts by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation. Somaliland Information Minister 
Saleban Yusuf Ali Koore told reporters Tuesday 
that BBC broadcasts have reduced the identity and 
dignity of the self-declared independent nation not 

recognized by Somalia or any other country, VOA 
said on July 19th.

Unidentified persons launch a missile 
attack on the Belhaf gas facility in 
Shabwa governorate
Aden News reported on July 25th that unidentified 
attackers, believed to be linked to Al-Islah, 
had attacked the Belhaf gas facility in Shabwa 
governorate in east Yemen overnight on Sunday 
24th. Reports state that at least one missile was fired 
at the site, but did not result in any major damage or 
injuries. The area is protected by Emirati forces who 
did not comment on the incident. 

Houthis attack Yemen government 
troops in besieged Taiz
Arab News reported on July 22nd that Houthi 
fighters had shelled Yemeni government troops 
inside the city of Taiz, in violation of the UN-brokered 
truce. The attacks came amid calls from the UN 
envoy to Yemen to extend the truce beyond its 
current cutoff date of August 2nd. Abdul Basit Al-
Baher, an officer with the Yemen army, told Arab 
News that Houthis had attacked troops with artillery 
and heavy machine guns in a government-controlled 
area in the west of the city.

Houthis besiege, attack small village in 
Yemen’s Al-Bayda
Arab News reported on July 20th that Houthi forces 
had ‘laid siege’ to a small village in the central Al-
Bayda province, bombarding houses indiscriminately. 
Residents reported that Houthis attacked Khubzah 
village after accusing villagers of assassinating its 
operatives and allies. Tribal leaders were unable to 
convince the Houthis of their innocence, the media 
outlet reported. 

For further information, please click here.
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UK Security News

Police have warned owners of keyless entry cars that advances in technology are enabling thieves to steal cars 
“right from under your nose”, after a spate of thefts in Northern Ireland, BBC News said on July 25th. Thirty five 
cars have been stolen using “clever technology” over the last 11 months, police said.

Sex offenders using drones to target 
schools
The police are investigating claims that drones are 
being used by paedophiles to watch and record 
children on school property, iNews said on July 24th. 
Some 333 flights have been recorded close or on 
school properties since October 2020, they said, 
and sex offenders are feared to be among those 
responsible. An intelligence official at the unit which 
monitors criminal drone activity said the issue was 
a concern, after intelligence linked some of the 
incidents to registered sex offenders. 

Prince Harry wins bid to challenge UK 
decision denying him police protection
Reuters reported on July 22nd that Prince Harry 
had won the right to challenge a UK government 
decision that denied him protection from the police 
while visiting the country. Prior to his moving to the 
US, the Prince received full security coverage, but 
the Home Office decided that this would end when 
he visited the UK, even if he paid the costs himself. 
He has now won the right to hold a judicial review of 
that decision. 

UK and US sign data access pact to share 
social media and phone data to tackle 
terrorism
The new Data Access Agreement between the UK 
and US will come in to force in October, The National 
reported on July 22nd. The new agreement will 
allow phone and social media activity to be shared 
between the countries to combat crimes including 
terrorism. The agreement means that companies 
under US jurisdiction can now share data with UK law 
enforcement. 

Gatwick Airport hires 400 security staff 
for summer
Gatwick Airport has hired 400 extra security staff 
to try to ease queues during the school summer 
holidays. Bosses said having the extra workers would 
make the airport process “as smooth as possible”.

The airport is also trying to increase awareness about 
placing liquids in a clear bag, separate from hand 
luggage, to reduce delays at security, BBC News said 
on July 21st.
 

London News

Two fatal shootings within 24 hours
BBC News reported on July 24th that two men have 
died in separate shootings in London within the 
space of 24 hours, police have confirmed. A 22-year-
old man was shot on High Road, Wood Green, at 
about 21:30 BST on Sunday and died at the scene. He 
has not yet been named. The death follows another 
shooting just over four miles away in Waltham 
Forest. Sam Brown, 28, took himself to hospital 
after being shot at a gathering in Cheney Row Park. 
He later died and a murder investigation has been 
launched. Police said one man had been arrested in 
connection with the Waltham Forest shooting.

Children could be radicalised over 
summer break, Met police warn parents
The Observer reported on Sunday 24th that the 
Metropolitan Police have written to parents of 
school-age children to warn them to be on guard 
for any signs of radicalisation during the school 
holidays. The move, described as unprecedented by 
the paper, comes amid concerns that children may 
spend more time online and be exposed to more 
dangerous sources. Det Supt Jane Corrigan, of the 
Met’s counter-terrorism command, advised parents 
to use the ACT Early website to identify the signs of 
radicalisation, and contact Prevent for support.

For further information, please click here.

https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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Global Security News

A Brazilian court has charged three men with the murder last month of British journalist Dom Phillips and a local 
indigenous expert, Bruno Pereira, BBC News said on July 23rd. Two of the suspects helped police locate the 
bodies of Phillips and Pereira, who had gone missing in a remote area near the border with Peru.

Ukraine: Latest updates
Following the successful agreement overseen by 
Turkey to create a grain corridor in the Black Sea to 
facilitate Ukrainian exports, BBC News said on July 
26th that Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky 
has accused Moscow of waging a “gas war” against 
Europe and cutting supplies to inflict “terror” on 
people. Russian energy firm Gazprom announced it is 
once again reducing gas flows into Germany to allow 
work on a turbine on the Nord Stream 1 pipeline. 
On July 25th, they reported that Russia’s Foreign 
Minister, Sergei Lavrov, on a diplomatic offensive 
in Egypt, has dismissed claims that Moscow caused 
the global food crisis. In a speech to Arab League 
ambassadors in Cairo, he said Western nations were 
distorting the truth about the impact of sanctions on 
global food security. He accused Western nations of 
trying to impose their dominance over others.
On July 26th, The Guardian reported that Russia 
had struck coastal areas in Odessa region with 
missiles in the early hours. On Saturday, Russia struck 
Odessa port with missiles. They initially denied any 
involvement, according to Turkish officials. However, 
their foreign ministry later stated that they had 
attacked a Ukrainian military patrol boat in the port. 
However, on July 26th the UK’s Ministry of Defence 
said: “Russian cruise missiles hit the dock-side in 
Ukraine’s Odesa Port. The Russian MoD claimed to 
have hit a Ukrainian warship and a stockpile of anti-
ship missiles. There is no indication that such targets 
were at the location the missiles hit.”
The Guardian said on July 26th that Ivan Fedorov, 
Mayor of Melitopol, had said that Russian forces 
were holding up to 5,000 people at a checkpoint in 
Vasylivka, as they attempted to leave the region due 
to fighting. 
Ukrainian forces are advancing in Kherson region, 
the BBC said on July 25th. MoD officials reported 
heavy fighting in the region on Saturday 23rd. Earlier 
this month, Ukraine’s Deputy Prime Minster Iryna 
Vereshchuk urged Kherson residents to evacuate the 
city as soon as possible to avoid becoming trapped in 
the city during a counteroffensive.

Chinese military has become more 
aggressive and dangerous, says US chief 
of staff
The Guardian reported on July 25th that General 
Mark Milley, chair of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff, had 
said that China’s military had become “significantly” 
more aggressive and dangerous in the last five years. 
Milley is on a tour of the Indo-Pacific and warned that 
China was becoming a much greater threat to the 
region. 

Civilians in crossfire as shifting alliances 
spark Libya violence
Fighting in Tripoli and Misrata in Libya has left at 
least 17 dead in recent days, as the political battle 
between the country’s two rival leaders becomes 
more violent, Al Jazeera reported on July 25th. 

Ex-soldier turned IS member gets 15 
month sentence
A former Irish Defence Forces soldier who was found 
guilty of Islamic State (IS) membership has been 
given a 15-month prison sentence. Lisa Smith, 40, 
was found guilty in May of being a member of the 
group between 28 October 2015 and 1 December 
2019. She was sentenced at the Special Criminal 
Court in Dublin, BBC News said on July 23rd.

Industry and SIA News
SIAcademy LIVE!  Security Sales and 
Business Development
The next SIAcademy LIVE! virtual series taking place 
Aug. 9-30, you’ll get the chance to up your game in 
key areas of sales and business development. This 
virtual learning series, led by seasoned industry 
professionals, will teach you how to increase sales, 
improve lead generation and win more business 
through authentic customer service and a needs-
based sales approach. Click here for more.

For further information, please click here.

https://www.securityindustry.org/professional-development/siacademy-live/
https://mast-security.com/physical-security/
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